Two Conferences on Nguyen Vietnam: 1558-1885 [DRAFT]
May 10-12 2012, The University of Hong Kong
May 2013, Harvard University
Workshop Proposal:
We will hold two conferences two conferences on Nguyen Vietnam (1558-1885). The first two-day conference will take place on 11-12 May 2012 at the University of Hong Kong, and will be hosted by the Institute for Humanities and Social Sciences. A second three-day conference will take place in Cambridge, Massachusetts in May 2013 and will be hosted by the Asia Center of Harvard University.  
The Institute for Humanities and Social Sciences of the University of Hong Kong will take charge of local arrangements in Hong Kong. The Asia Center of Harvard University will be responsible for local arrangements in Cambridge, MA.  The Asia Center will fund both conferences. This funding will cover travel, lodging and meals for the participants as well as local logistics. We also hope to provide simultaneous translation at both conferences, for both Vietnamese and Chinese speakers. 
Justification. The Nguyen dynasty has long been the subject of ideologically driven debates among Vietnamese historians. During wartime, for example, scholars inside and outside Vietnam used the dynasty to cast South Vietnam in clashing roles, from a counterrevolutionary feudalist regime blinded by Confucianist torpor to a dynamic force for openness, expansion and development cut short by French colonialism. The date 1802, which separates two different eras in the dynasty’s history, has served to reinforce these notions, and to fortify an ideal of national (and until recently revolutionary) development that does not always accord with the realities of society within Vietnam. By defining the Nguyen period as ranging from the period of lordship (1558-1802) to the imposition of protectorates in Annam and Tonkin by the French in 1885, the conference organizers seek to set aside both ideology and teleology and to consider long term processes that span the longstanding 1802 divide and thereby serve to transcend the old debates that have precluded fresh perspectives on early modern Vietnamese history. Similarly, we seek to advance new spatial paradigms that reconsider the people, processes and places that did not always conform to conventional ideas about the norms or boundaries of Vietnamese states under Nguyen rule. In this spirit, we will challenge participants to re-imagine a new scholarship about this crucial period in Vietnamese history. 
Our two meetings seek to build on new scholarship that draws from sources beyond the vernacular Vietnamese, including Nôm (Vietnam’s precolonial sinitic script), Chinese, French, English, Dutch, and Japanese. Many of these sources are archival and have only recently been made available; others derive from new efforts to combine thorough archival research with fieldwork. As a consequence, a period of early Vietnamese history once considered barren now enjoys a cumulative pool of potential data that is unprecedented in size, and derives from an expanded range of historical, ethnographic and archaeological sources that has only begun to grow. This has enabled a whole new scholarship on Nguyen Vietnam that has become international; it emanates from the United States, France, Japan, Korea, China, Australia and other countries, in addition to Vietnam. Given the pivotal role that this dynasty played in shaping the processes that defined the Vietnamese nation-state and its composite ethnic identities, any profitable (and much needed) reconsideration of colonial and modern Vietnamese history relies on such an exercise. Recruiting participants from outside the traditional bounds of Vietnamese history will help to provide new insights into the issues of both sources and methodologies that these materials present.
Conference and panel themes. The first conference, to be hosted by the IHSS of the University of Hong Kong in 2012, will focus on Vietnam in the World. This meeting will consider Vietnamese engagement beyond political, ethnic and other boundaries, through networks of exchange and trans-state regional formations, and whose processes were formed through coercion, commerce, and a variety of cultural and state practices.  The second conference, The Making and Unmaking of Vietnam, will be hosted by the Asia Center of Harvard University in 2013, will focus on domestic Vietnamese issues in both north, center and south during the same period.
While the complexities of Vietnamese history may deny clean thematic divisions, we have decided to adopt this two-conference format to facilitate lively and productive dialogues about Vietnam at both micro- and macro-regional levels. 
We anticipate that participants will engage with the broad theme of each respective conference as well as open new spaces for historical inquiry. More well-established topics, such as the agrarian aspects of Vietnamese society, should inform and be informed by investigations of maritime commercial and cultural links with the wider world. 
For the first conference, we are particularly interested in, but not limited to, connections between Nguyen Vietnam and the Netherlands, Portugal, Japan, China, Southeast Asia as well as France. For illustrative purposes, topics might include coastal trade, transoceanic religious networks, Vietnamese interactions in the Chinese diplomatic order, or trans-local processes that transcended the land borders that Nguyen Vietnam and neighboring countries tried to impose. The second conference, although nominally focused on domestic issues, will address several overlapping themes, illustrating the connections of Nguyen Vietnam to the wider world. Possible topics with a domestic emphasis can include the role of religion(s) and official policies related to religion(s) in Nguyen Vietnam, regional tensions, administrative problems and administrative reforms, the changing criteria for training and selecting officials, book trades and the movement of medical, religious and other types of knowledge overseas, trans-ecological exchange across cultures within Vietnamese states, comparisons and connections between the feuding domains of Nguyen-ruled Dang Trong (or Cochinchina) and northern Dang Ngoai (Tonkin) in the 17th century, and the role of 'Chinese' immigrants in the developmental economics of Vietnamese states  (see appended maps below).  
Expected output from conferences. To encourage close dialogue, we envisage each conference to host 15 to 18 participants (including the three organizers). As we hope that the conferences will attract scholars from many countries of Asia, Europe, Australia and North America, we will ask participants to provide a copy of their full papers two months in advance so that they can be translated into one of the several working languages of the conferences: English, Vietnamese or Chinese. We expect to circulate those papers to all participants ahead of each conference so that they can be prepared to discuss them at the conferences. Participants will be organized into thematic groups; each panel member will present commentary on their papers for no longer than twenty minutes, to be followed by extended discussion. This format, we hope, will contribute to the timely production of a rich and ground-breaking set of essays that we will seek to publish in either an edited volume or a set of journal special issues. 
Budget:
As stated above, the Asia Center will be generally responsible for financing the Hong Kong meeting. This includes travel, lodging and meals for the participants, translation and local logistics. The Institute has generously offered staff support and funding for incidental expenses at the Hong Kong meeting, including a welcome dinner for participants tentatively planned for the 11th of May.  
The organizers:
Bradley C. Davis, Eastern Washington University
Hue-Tam Ho Tai, Harvard University
Charles Wheeler, Institute for Humanities and Social Sciences, Hong Kong University
Tentative list of panels and participants for the Hong Kong meeting: 
May 11: Morning panels:
1. Trading Networks and Transoceanic Interconnections, pt. 1:
Li Tana, Australian National University: The Mạc lords and sea trade in the 16th century
Hoang Anh Tuan, Vietnam National University: Silver circulation from and through Nguyen Vietnam
John Carroll, University of Hong Kong (tentatively): Vietnam in the Cohong trade
Vu Duc Liem, Chulalongkorn University, The Last Stand of the Saigon-Bangkok Water Frontier.
2.Trading Networks, pt. 2:
Iioka Naoko, Institute of Southeast Asian Studies, Singapore: Zheng merchants and the Vietnamese trade with Nagasaki
Phan Hai Linh, Vietnam National University: Shogun Yoshimune’s Vietnamese elephants (1720)
Kikuchi Seiichi, Showa Women's University: Ceramic trade between China, Japan and Southeast Asia in 17th-18th centuries.

LUNCH
May 11, afternoon panels
3. Border Crossings:
Vu Duong Luan, Vietnam National University: Administering the Sino-Vietnamese Border
Robert Antony, University of Macau: Sino-Vietnamese Piracy in the Tonkin Gulf Region
Bradley Davis, Gonzaga University, The Porous Borders between Guangxi and Đại Nam, ca. 19th century
May 12 Morning panels:
4. Circulations of People and Ideas:
James Chin, University of Hong Kong: Chinese migration to the Mekong Delta
Li Qingxin, Center for Guangdong Maritime History, Guangzhou: Leizhou and the Origins of Vietnam’s “Ming Loyalist” Minority, ca. 17th-18th centuries
Charles Wheeler, IHSS: The Localization of Missionary Chinese Buddhist Networks, ca. 17th-19th centuries
5. Diplomatic engagements: 
Peter Perdue, Yale University: The embassy of Lê Quý Đôn to China (1760)
Ge Zhaoguang, Fudan University: “Nguyễn Huệ” at Qianlong’s 70th Birthday Celebrations (1790).
Tran Duc Anh Son, Institute for Social and Economic Development, Danang, Vietnamese Tribute Missions to China, 1858-1883
LUNCH
Afternoon Panels:
 Roundtable on new sources
Publication planning session
Charles Wheeler

*cwheeler@hku.hk. (1) x

John Carroll 

jcarroll@hkucc.hku.hk. 
Hue-Tam Ho Tai 

*hhtai@fas.harvard.edu. (1) x (chairing)

Bradley C. Davis

*bcampdavis@gmail.com. (1) x

Hoang Anh Tuan

*tonkinvn@gmail.com (1). x

Vu Duong Luan

*luanvuduong@gmail.com (1)

Phan Huy Le 


*phle3@yahoo.com.(1) x
Phan Hai Linh, 

*linh_ph@yahoo.com. (1)
x

Iioka Naoko


  naoko.iioka@hotmail.com.

Peter Perdue, Yale University, *peter.perdue@yale.edu.  (1)

Li Tana


*tana.li@anu.edu.au. X

Ge Zhaoguang


gezhg@fudan.edu.cn.

Li Qingxin 


 liq81@sina.com
Robert James Antony 

rantony@umac.mo
Vu Duc Liem 


vuducliemhnue@gmail.com
Tran Duc Anh Son 

tranducas@yahoo.com
Kikuchi Seiichi

skikuchi@swu.ac.jp
