
FIG Research and Discovery Worksheet 2009       Name: 
 

FIG research web guide: http://www.lib.washington.edu/ougl/figs  
 
Welcome to UW! The Research and Discovery assignment is designed to give you a basic introduction to the 
information services and resources available to you as a UW student, and to guide you in learning how to find 
books and articles for your research. 

 
PART 1:  Take a Libraries tour 
 
Please complete the online tour of the UW Libraries, linked on your FIG research web guide. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
When you are done with the online tour, fill out the Catalyst survey linked at the end of the tour.  
 
Write down your survey confirmation code here: ___________________________ 
 
            
PART 2: Research your RAD topic 
 
Step 1: Pick a research theme from Dreams From My Father 
 
UW’s 2009 Common Book, Dreams From My Father by Barack Obama, touches on several different themes, 
many of which can be researched further. Here are a few major themes that you can investigate as part of your 
FIG Research and Discovery Assignment, using UW Libraries resources and services.  
 
Please circle one research area of interest from this list: 
 

The impact of multiracial identity on a personal, social, or political level 
(example keywords: multiracial identity, multiraciality, biracial identity) 

 

The state of race relations in America ð historical or current 
(example keywords:  race relations and United States, race relations and United States and history) 
 

The role of immigration (past and present) in forming the United States 
(example keywords:  immigration and United States, immigration and history and United States, immigrants and 

United States) 
 

The role played by family in forming an individualõs racial, ethnic, or cultural identity 
(example keywords: family and identity, family and ethnicity and identity) 

 

Think of a social movement you are passionate about: 

Research some history/background about this movement 
(example keywords:  USE THE NAME OF THE MOVEMENT) 

 

With which ethnic group(s) do you most identify yourself?: 

Research the background of this ethnic identity 
(example keywords:Irish Americans, Korean Americans, Hmong, Eritreans) 

 

FIG Leaders: There is currently a version of the tour in Flickr and one in 
Voicethread (which will include audio in the fall). We’re seeking your 
feedback – which format do you think your students will prefer?   
Did we miss something? If we left out a service you think is important for 
freshmen to know about, let us know!  

http://www.lib.washington.edu/ougl/figs


You’ll need to translate your research topic into a few keywords. Use the suggested examples above or come 
up with your own to search for books and articles in the following pages. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Step 2: Find Books using UW WorldCat 
 
Using the research theme (and example keywords) you circled above, perform a keyword search in the UW 
WorldCat catalog, linked from the FIG research web guide, to identify books on your topic.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Once you click on a book title of interest, you can see whether it is available to be checked out at the UW, 
or whether another library owns a copy that you can borrow. You can also find more books on similar 
topics by looking at the suggested subject headings  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

FIG Leaders: By fall, there will be a series of short 1-minute videos leading 
your students through some the steps of searching for books and articles, in 
case they need some extra guidance.  



Select a book relating to your research topic and write down the title, library location, and Library of Congress 
call number of the book here: 

 
Á Title: 

 
Á Author(s) / Editor(s): 

 
Á Library location (e.g., Suzzallo/Allen Stacks): 
 
Á Call number: 

 
Your online photo tour described how to locate a book on the shelves in Odegaard and Suzzallo-Allen. If you 
want to check the book out, you can do so at a library service desk with your Husky Card. You can borrow 
most books for 4 weeks. 

 
 

Step 3: Find background information articles ï Gale Virtual Reference 
 
Using the research theme (and example keywords) you circled above, perform a keyword search in the Gale 
Virtual Reference database, linked from your FIG research web guide, to identify background reference 
articles on your topic. HINT: You may need to use only your most important keywords. 
 

 
 



Select an article relating to your research topic and write down the citation here: 
 

 Article title:  
 

 Article author(s):  
 

 Encyclopedia title: 
 

 Publisher, City, Year: 
 

 
Step 4: Find scholarly journal articles ï EBSCO Academic Search Complete 
 
Using the research theme (and example keywords) you circled above, perform a keyword search in the 
Academic Search Complete database to identify scholarly articles on your topic.  
 

 
 
Once you’ve performed your initial search, you can use the suggested subject headings along the left to help 
you narrow down your search results, or use the limits along the right to select only scholarly articles. 
 
Select an article relating to your research topic and write down the citation here: 
 

 Article title: 
 

 Article author(s): 
 



 Journal / publication title: 
 

 Publication date (year, month): 
 

 Volume and issue number: 
 

 Page numbers: 
 

  
 
PART 3: Reflect  
 
You’ve now learned the basics: how to identify some books, background articles, and scholarly journal articles 
on a research topic. Remember, there are always librarians available to help you if you need assistance in 
locating just the right information for your research! 
 
How might you incorporate the information you have found in a FIG class discussion or final project? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FIG Leaders: How you will employ the research your students have done for their RAD 
Projects into the classroom discussion in order to make the research experience more 
meaningful for them? Will you ask them to refer to an article to back up an assertion? 
Comment on whether the information they found contradicts anything in the Common 
Book? Use it in another way? 


