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INTERVIEW WITH OTTILIE G. BOETZKES 

INTERVIEWED BY MILO RYAN 

Boetzkes - 1 

January 15 1 19 70 

TRANSCRIBED BY EILEEN NIVEN, Volunteer Typist from the Unive r s ity of Washi ng-
Retirement Association. July 17, 1981 

BOETZKES: My name i s Boetzkes . We were hi story . My father 

came from Holl and, near Holland. I lived part t ime in Holland. And there 

was a philosopher in the Middle Ages by the name of Putzianus. His real 

name was (Valdegar? We lldegar?) , the German for Valdega r (or Welldegar?), and 

the low German for a "wel l " is a "Putz ." And the Forschers (NOTE: German 

for " r esearcher" or ''scholar") or writers in those days , they used Latin 

names and he used the name of Putzianus. And t here finally deteriorated 

in the name of "Boetzkes . '' 

INTERVIEWER: Boetzkes . And your first name is Ottilie . 

BOETZKES : My father came from the border of Holland and Germany , and we 

lived in this estate ther e 

borde r of Holland and Germany . 

INTERVIEWER: Did you paint that p i cture? 

in Holland, right on the 

BOETZKES : No, my fathe r did. Kind o f amateur painting . Qui te an amateur 

artist , you know. 

INTERVIEWER: Have you done much painting? 

BOE'rZKES : Yes , I sket ch a l ot when I travel, I used to . . . 

INTERVIEWER: Have you eve r had an exhibit? 

BOETZKES: No, no , I am not pr ofessional. 

INTERVIEWER : But you do s k etch in pencil? 

BOETZKES: No , i n water co l or . 
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INTERVIEWER: In watercolor? 

BOETZKES: I inherited t hat from my fath er. 

INTERVIEWER: Was your mother an artist also? 

BOE'rZKES: No, my mother was not artistic that way , but my father was. 

INTERVIEWER: Whe r e was she born? Was s h e from the same area? 

BOE'rZKES : Born in Milwaukee . Her father was this ' 48-er I was telling 

you about . 

INTERVIEWER: What was his name? 

BOETZKES: Henry Bruggmann ( ?) , Dr. Henry Bruggmann, he was a doctor , a Ph . D. 

from Lei pzig . And he fl ed in ' 48 . And final l y he came to Milwaukee . My 

mother was born, I think , on Watei; Str eet in Milwaukee . It must have been a 

very German settlement in those days . She said, i n the s hops ther e we r e 

s igns out , "We speak English h er e . " 

INTERVIEWER: "We speak English here. " 

BOETZKES : You see , my mother was born in ' 54 and s he was an American. But .. . 

INTERVIEWER: Your father then met h er here , in this country? 

BOETZKES: No, when he f l ed from Germany , from the Spandau, f rom the 

Festum, the fortress , he fled to London , where Karl Schurz provided him 

with a passport and he married his wife , a German , Sophia, from 

where the Russian , Alexandra , came from a nd they lived in London and they were 

married and then they came to this country. 

(NOTE: She is r eferring to her mother ' s father) 

INTERVI EWER: But your father met your mother then in ... 

BOETZKES: Oh , ~ father? 

INTERVIEWER: Yes . 

BOETZKES: My father was a young doctor. He had an inte r esting history , too. 

He came f rom on the border of Germany and Holland . And they were Catholics , 

it ' s al l Catholic there , that region. And he even sang in the choir as a.boy , 
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in the Catholic church.. F\.nd he had a brother who was a priest, came to .Amer-

ica , to Germantown and sent for this younger brother, who then studied medi-

cine at Columbia . And my father , to repay for the money that the reverend 

whatever-his-name-was had given him, h e decorated the 

church. He was qu~te a student . 

INTERVIEWER: Then where were you born? 

of the 

BOETZKES : I was born in WUrzburg on the Main. My father after the war 

of 1870-71, they went abroad v ei.--y often. My mother was a woman of means. 

Dr. Bruggmann (?) had become very wealthy . And th ey went abroad many times . 

And once they came back for my brother, my oldest brother , to be born. And 

they came back fo r my oldest sister to be born. But when I came , when I was 

born , they didn ' t come back . I was born on the Main in Bavaria. And we 

were studying at the Cl inic t h ere i n Wtlrzburg at the University . 

It ' s still the r e , yes. 

INTERVIEWER : Now, at the time , was he an American citizen? 

BOETZKES : Yes .. 

INTERVIEWER: So you are not an American citizen by nat uralization then? 

BOETZKES : No, I am an American citizen because .roy parents were American. 

INTERVIEWER: Yes , you were born American. 

BOETZKES. l was born an American citizen. See my sister and older brother , 

they were Americans by birth. I and my younger broth er , we were Americans 

because our parents were Americans. I never was a German citizen . 

INTERVIEWER: How long did you live in Ge.rmany then, before you were brought 

over here? 

BOETZKES : Oh, I was a young girl . I was about 15, and they decided to 

come back in 1892 . There was , I think, a bank , a depression, a nd my mother ' s 

money all came from New York , s he had real estate in New York City, and she 

said , "You children are becoming too German. " She wanted us to be Americans. 
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So we came back in 1892. 

INTERVIEWER! You wer e a lready well a l ong in school then. 

BOETZKES : Oh, yes , I was well educated . I knew French very well and 

English , I knew English by that time. I was very 

INTERVIEWER: When you came back , then, within a s hort time you must have 

gone on to col l ege , not to t he uni ver s ity . Where did you study? 

BOETZKES : A very fine, I don ' t know whether you know , the Packer Collegiate 

Institute . A very fine private school. 

INTERVIEWER. In Br ooklyn. 

BOETZI<ES : This is hO\., it happened. When we came back to New York , my 

mother thought sh e should put .me and my litt l e broth.er , my younger brother , 

into the public school. That was s upposed to be American.. And I stood it 

for a whi le and I said to my mother, "I can ' t s t and that. I 'm not l earning 

anything , t hey don ' t l earn anything . Why , it ' s k i ndergarten stuff . " This 

was on Lexingt on Avenue in New York, about 68th . And so my mother wrote to 

Brooklyn , my fat her was asked as a doctor to build a house in a new project, 

a res ide ntia l district , he was asked, th ey wanted a doctor. So my mother 

wrote to the School Board in Brooklyn , what t hey would recommend for a daugh-

t er and a son . And t.hey recommended the Polytechnic for my bxother and the 

Packer Collegiate Institute for me . It was a ver y fi ne school . Oh, the 

Greek and the Latin and the French and the English , excellent. And i n the 

beginning , after a little while I was reported by t h e English t eacher to 

the princi pal , and that was Dr . Backus, r e lative to these Backuses , Dr. 

Truman Backus. And he called me into his office and h e had a twinkl e :i.n 

his eye and he sai d , ''You were report ed, t hat you weren ' t very good in Eng-

lis h. " "No ," I said , "Or. Backus, I have only been in this country for a 

lit tle while , but I will be better. " And t hen wh en I went to Barnard , he 
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gave me a recommendation , very excell ent recommendation. I have made good 

all that. 

INTERVIEWER: You had your degree at Barnard then7 

BOETZKES: We ll, not quite . I came here. 

INTERVIEWER: When did you get your bachelor ' s degree then? 

BOETZI<ES: 1901, 

INTERVIEWER: 1901. Well I you had been teaching here then for two years be-

fore you ... 

BOETZKES : Well, I taught a lmost right away , and Miss Ober, I was in her 

Spanish class , I didn ' t know Spanish , I knew more French than they taught 

here , I was German anyway, so Miss Ober asked me to assist her i n French. I 

had a class , a regular class . And I trembled, I stood there in front of 

these mostly older men, class of 4Q, and then they 

INTERVIEWER: What did you do the first day? Do you remember? 

BOE'I'ZKES : I trembled. I was a very s hy girl. I was brought up in a very 

strict way , and I don ' t know what l did , but after a while these men ... Some 

of them became later on very prominent, and l remember one man, a school 

superintendent already . They were older people who went back t o school or 

they gbt their schooling later . 

INTERVIEWER~ Bow did you happen to come to Seattle? 

BOETZKES : Well , about that time, in 1897 , ' 9.8 , my mother sold her property 

in New York , which was later one of Woolworth ' s stores , we lived very well 

over there from this property she had, which and she sold 

that , and so they had cash. And rn_y father's travel fever . So they start ed 

traveling through Canada and they arrived in Seattle at the time of the Gold 

Rush. It was pretty nearly over and Mr . Wood, who was mayor o f the town , 

asked my. father to go a l ong as a doctor that they needed in this gunboat 



Boetzkes - 6 

of the s hip , and they needed a doctor. And my mother and father and my younger 

brother l eft Polytechnic and came out and they went up to Alaska. 

INTERVIEWER : They left you here? 

BOETZKES: No, r was at Barnard at that time . 

INTERVIEWER: Oh , I see . Tney preceded you out here then? 

BOETZKES: What? 

INTERVIEWER: They preceded you here then? 

BOETZKES : Oh , yes . Well , no sooner had they arrived at St. Michael than 

they built a boat to go up the Yukon Rj_ver. And they had no longer, they had 

started maybe after a week or so , the river froze. And at 'l'anana they had to 

stay at the Mission , t he Mission of Tanana , which is, near Fai.rbanks. And my 

father painted some of the pictures there. There was just the Miss.ion I j ust 

two buildings, I think, and cabins , this party of Mr. wood , the mayor of the 

town. And they had to stay there all winter. My younger brother had red 

hair. All my , they all have red hair . And the Indians took 

to him and often he was for 48 hours in the wilderness with an Indian hunt-

ing. They seemed to think he was a god. And then they came out , when the 

river in May , I think . .. They could proceed, they proceeded to Dawson but 

didn't s.tay. But they l eft my younger brother, who later on became e ngineer, 

they let him stay and he had typhoid and lost his mine claim, 

he lost his claim. And then he came out and went to school h .ere and became 

an engineer . 

INTERVIEWER: Where did he go from there? Did he stay here? 

BOETZKES: He had a very interesting ... l should l et you read my . . . , one of 

the sections I wrote about my brother. He had a rather interesting career. 

Th e first world war came . He was already an engineer . He even taught a 

littl e bit here . He had many engineering proj ects . Wh en the first world 

war started, he decided to enlist. He became a capt a in, I think, Engineering 
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Corps . And as l ong as he knew French, too, he taught French at Leavenworth, 

out at the And in France during the war he was sent to 

the sout h of France , down t here by Bi arritz , by And they 

c ut down the forest which Napo l eon had planted hundred years before. And his 

Fr ench again came in ve ry we ll t hen. And then later on t hey sent hi m during 

the war up to Rennes in upper Normandie and he worked in the quarries . And 

then after that Hoove r, President , asked him to be on the r e l ief corps . And 

my brother ' s speaking French came in very handy . And my brother described, 

they were treated very luxur i ous ly, these officers , in Rome and ever ywhere. 

And they went to Rumania on the Black Sea . And he was often invite d to lunch 

or dine wi t h the Queen Marie. Prince Carol, well , my brother describes, rnany 

times he was scol ded at the lunch table . He already had his affair, he was 

supposed to marry, and he had his affai r with Magda Lupescu . But my brother 

said the relief work was not ve ry .satisfactory , because when the white f l our 

arrived , they couldn' t use white flour. So he returned and h e was one of the 

Director s in Athe ns i n Greece , bringing water , fresh water,into Athens, you 

know Athens , they got it from Marathon . And from the water , they 

pumped it up to clean the s treets . But the fresh water was brought from Mara-

thon. The y b ui lt a darn in Mar athon, if you have been there , the dam is now 

completed. And they built the s treet s with marble from A few 

year s late r I t ook my nephew LeRoy Backus from The Highla nds . He was then 17, 

h e was at Exet er -- you know Exeter1 -- and he knew r. was. going t o take a 

cruise I was teaching at Hunter College then -- and he wrote, I should 

let him go along - - it was on an old f r e igh -t::er there, e xport 1 i nes , in those 

days they had jus t old freight ers -- it was supposed to be gone all summer in 

the Mediterranean and the Black Sea. I forgot what I was going to say about 

that boy. 
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INTERV!EWER: About LeRoy? 

BOETZKES: What? 

INTERVIEWER: About LeRoy? 

BOETZKES: Uh-huh. 

INTERVIEWER: Now I want to get back on your story. You came to Seattle, and 

after your family returned from the Gold Rus h .. . 

BOETZKES: They came back . And my brother , my qldest brother was a doctor, 

too. My father and he stayed here and my mother w.ent back to New York, to 

Brooklyn. 'l'hey had a very 1 arge house in Brooklyn outside And 

it had to be disposed of. They had other property there . And then in fall of 

1899 my mother and I came through Canada and arrived h ere on a we.t , cold , rainy 

day. There was no place to go except the Rainier Grand, which wa$ the hotel 

then. 

INTERVIEWER: Where was that located? 

6OETZKES: Oh, I suppose where Augustine and Kyer ' s was, by the Colman Dock 

on First Avenue. It was the hotel. We had to s tay a whole month. They 

couldn ' t find a house . There was no house then. My father wanted my brother 

and me to go to the University. We finally got a little house, it was just 

bu:i,..lt, there were two houses , the parking lot next to the Meany Hotel, that 

was where we lived. Dr. and Landes , they lived right t here . 

INTERVIEWER: ~es . Who were your neighbors there? 

BOETZKES: Dean Landes you know, Landes was one of the professors 

became Acting President? I lived We had two houses then. Well, 

then my father bought s ix acres there on 9th and 50th and 47th, six acres . 

INTERVIEWER: I s that where the church is? 

BOETZKES; No , the church is the next block up. 

INTERVIEWER: The next block. 
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BOETZKES : the library . And that was platted. My mother 

p l atted that -- my brother was engineer and laid out the plats in 1909 wh.en 

the Exposi tion came. I t was laid out and the city took 2-1/2 acres for a 

playground . You know .. . 

INTERVIEWER: I remember. 

BOETZKES : They paid cash . And we kept the house , which is s till there, 

and a l ot , which was sol d l ater . 

Some of it i s now taken by the Freeway , 7th, I think , somewher e ther e . 

INTERVIEWER : You star t ed teaching, then , in 1899? 

BOETZKES : Oh , yes , r started teaching . 

INTERVIEWER : What was the campus like when you came? 

BOETZKES: Wilderness , it was all woods. The Univers i ty was very ... Denny 

Hall was there. 

INTERVIEWER: It was a new building , though, comparat ive ly, wasn ' t it? 

BOETZKES : You see , part o f the University was still downtown , the l aw 

building. These columns here , in the Sylvan Theat re , they came from t h e 

l aw buil ding. Md Denny Hal l was al l t here was. All the cl asses were held, 

and I think . .. To me , coming from Europe and New York , it seemed l ike a 

high school. Very crude . And Dr . Graves was Preside nt , Pi errepont G,raves , 

a very l earned , very fine man. He had a l ittl e goatee . And when he was 

very ni ce to me -- I crune from Barna rd and I had studi ed Greek and Latin 

a nd he had p ublis hed et iquette books. He took me ar ound a nd introduced me 

to the pr ofessors -- I was a young girl, of course -- and they ha d a lunch 

roo:rn i n Denny Hall. Oh, it was so primitive , i t looked so . . . He took me 

there. And then , he was ve ry nice to me a lways , Dr . Graves . 

INTERVIEWER: Who were some of the other faculty niembers at that time? 

BOETZKES : Well, at that time there were not many t her e . Kincaid . I 
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INTERVIEWER: From Trevor Kincai d . 

Boetzkes - 10 

BO£TZKES : Yes . •ro me it was ... I had not taken .. . I h ad ch emistry a 

little . .. it was very fine . And the other professors were, Pr ofessor Meany , 

of course . Let me see , Baggett and Thomson, they weren 't here yet. 

INTERVIEWER: Savery? 

BOETZKES: Who? 

INTERVIEWER: Was Saver y her e? 

BQETZKES: He might have been here. He might have been here . Yes , Savery . • . 

INTERVIEWER: Smith? 

BOETZKES. Milnor Roberts: came afterwards . I can 't remember. 

INTERVIEWER : Did you study under any of these me n? 

BOETZl{ES: Dean Fuller C? ) in Engineering. 

(NOTE : This i s not an answer t o the previous questi on . She has 
j ust thought of another name. ) 

INTERVIEWER: Dean Fuller , yes. 

BOETZKES : Dean fuller . My brother studied under him. Dean Fuller . I 

think they were mostly bachelors . Oh, Padelford came , I think after . 

"PAdelford , 11 we called him. And t hey built the first little house there on 

15th . It cost $1, 800. They were rather poor . They had just b een in 

Europe and they we r e rather poor, but they wer e ... Sunday nights we used to 

come to his house and have a seminar for a litt l e while . He was s i ssifi ed. 

His name was Padl l ford , but the student s called him p.{aelford. (NOTE : Dif-

f erence i s in the syllable accented.) 

INTERVIEWER: 

BOETZI<ES: 

INTERVIEWER: 

oh, r see. 

I Padel ford . 

I Padelford. 
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BOETZKES: I had some fine students then and some of th.em are still living . 

They are still loyal . When they see me , they still know me. For instance , 

Max Hipkoe , you may r emember him, he became Purchasing Agent. He was one of 

my students. They are still friendly and last year we went on a cruise to-

gether, he and his wife and I And Dr. Schmitz was al-

ways very, very friend ly. He was one of my students. There was another who 

became very famous , Dr. Henry Nide (?) in d1emistry , I think the first world 

war made him famous. He is in chemi stry. Benson , I knew Benson befor e he 

was married . Oh, l et me see. Of course I knew Trevor Kincaid. Miss Ober 

was a very fine littl e lady . She had l earnt Spanish in South Ame rica, s he 

had been a governess or a teach er there , in the Argentine , 

I NTERVIEWER : Did you study under Dr . Meany? 

BOETZKES: He neve r got his bachelor' s degree . 

INTERVIEWER: He never did? 

BOETZKES: They s hould have given it to him. He was a wonderful man. He 

was tall, beard , reddish hair, and very fine , fri endly, typi cal Wes t erner . 

INTERVIEWBR: In what way? 

BOETZKES: We a ll loved him, of course. He ha d a course we called "For-

estry." We went around the campus and we l earned about t he salal berries and 

about the mushrooms and all the trees . I learned to know all the trees . We 

all had to tak e Forestry, all had to take that course from Professor Meany . 

When I was here , t hey had a ''Cl ean- Op Day" when t hey cleaned up t he camp us , 

the students did and the faculty did. The faculty and the students, we wer e 

very friendly , you see . I was young , t he students were young, a nd the 

faculty were mostly young , they were mostly young fellows coming from th e 

East . And then we cleaned up the campus on , I think, a May day , the girl s 

provided the food and . .. Oh, my , Milnor Roberts , he was such ... You don 't r emember 

him . .. 
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INTERVIEWER: I remember him. 

BOETZKES : I a lways felt very friendly to him. He was a lways very nice to 

me . But during the first world war , it was cruel the way we were treated. 

Dr. Meisnes t was fired overnight . 

INTERVIEWER: Dr. Meisnest? 

BOETZKES: Yes. Pressmann ( ?) ,, Eckermann (?) , all fired , fired. Hoff, 

Hoff was a married man, fired . · 

INTERVIEWER: Were these :men Ameri can citi zens? 

BOETZKES : Oh , they were a ll Americans. I was the only native of Germany. 

I was the only one. 

INTERVIEWER: They we r e a ll Ameri cans? They were f.ired? 

BOETZKES : Their German was acquired. Well, anyway , they were. fired. Big 

headlines in t he paper , "Dr. Meis nest Fired. 1' He and I, we occupied t he same 

room in Raitt Hall -- t hat ' s where t he German Department met at that time 

and when I ocUne Monday morning in the office , I said, "Dr . Meisnes t" 

I had seen the h.eadline -- 11Dr. Me i snest, did you know about this? 11 '1No 1 " 

he said. And now I thi nk about it, he had given a l ecture -- oh , we had a 

German Club then -- I think on Faus.t or something e lse . Fired! 

I NTERVIEWER : You mean he found out from the newspaper that h e had been fired? 

BOETZKES: Yes. It was cruel the way they treated us. No one would speak 

to me . I had Mrs . in t he Music Department as a best friend. 

/ I had a littl e car , I had a little coupe , and I was the only woman who had a 

car , and we were such good friends . She used to say, "Miss Boetzkes , what 

would I do without you? " Never spoke to me again . Never. She was English . 

But they kept me. They put me back into the French Department , where I 

started . 

INTERVIEWER: Did they suspend the teaching of German in t hat time? 
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BOETZKES: l had one class , I had the last c lass . And I was so suspicious 

of the students . One of them kept asking me questions. I s:aid I wouldn ' t 

answer them. I said , "I know we have spies in the class. " Well, it was a 

c rue l, crue l.. . Dr. Patzer, h e was in the French Department , his wife was 

very German . She was a medical doctor from Germany. We were very good 

friends . And she almost became When we met in the 

streecar together, she would shiver , she said, "Oh; we are afraid to talk Germa n. 11 

And I had a friend , a Mrs. Plesch (.?) , she was a lso from , and a 

neighbor of mine one day said , "You know, Mrs. Plesch ' s husband is a Sl?Y ." 

He had been a swimming teacher to the Emperor. I said , "Well, she doesn't 

even have a husband ." She had left him a nd a divorce. You see , that ' s the 

way rumors came around. It was sad, it was very sad. 

INTERVIEWER: Who fired these people? Was it the President? ·the Board of 

Regents? 

BOETZKES : No , Suzzallo. 

INTERVIEWER: Suzzallo did it? 

BOETZKES. I went to Suzzal lo one day. I said 1 "Dr. Suzzallo .. , " oh, no , 

Dr. Frein of the French Department said one day to me , "Miss lioetzkes 1 

someone . .. " -- I think it was Miss Simpson, you remember Miss Simpson? 

INTERVIEWER: Lurline Simpson? Yes, I remember her. 

BOETZKES: I think it was s h e . He said , 11Someone is questioning how you 

can b e loyal to your teaching French and you're German . She doesn ' t see 

how you can be l oyal. " And I said , "Who is this who wants my position? ti 

And h e wouldn ' t tell me , b ut he said , " I advise you to go to Dr. Suzzallo 

and get protection . ti And I said to Dr. Suzzallo 1 " I want protection.'' 

And he sa;Ld , "You don ' t need protection." And I said , "Dr . Suzzallo , the 

men in my department were all ass i stant professors a.nd getting $1,800 , " 
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I s aid , "married men , Dr. Hof f and Mr. Royal (?) 1 they don ' t get enough to 

pay them for milk for their children. " He was rais ing himse l f to $12,000, 

Dr. Suzzallo was . It was f unny. Some time later I was in New York teaching 

at Hunter College -- several of these professors would like to have come , 

couldn ' t -- and I was having t ea with my sister and some f riends at s ome 

I caf e , I forget wher e , Dr. Suzzallo and his lady fri end , t he red-haired secre -

tary, came in. He was then l ooking for a job and I had my good job. He was 

no good . He was a pr of ess ional politi cian. And he was no good, I know , he 

always wanted to make goo- goo eyes at me . He used to come to my class . 

The acoustics wer e very poor in Raitt Hall. I had this little room there. 

It was built for Miss Raitt. 

INTERVIEWER: I see . 

BOETZKES : •rhe German Department had the floor. We were a good-sized de-

partment then, we had e ight in the Department . What was I saying? We ll, 

anyway ... 

INTERVIEWER: You were talking about Suzzall o and, • . 

BOETZKES: He used to come in and complain that the acoustics wer e bad . He 

would come in and sit t here , in t he back . I didn't know he had this affair 

with this red-haired secret ary. He did h ave . He had a very fine wife, but 

s he was like I ren~e i .n the Forsyte sa:i:a . Well , I h ad no use for suzzal lo . 

INTERVIEWER: What kind of changes did Suzzal l o make , other t han what you 

describe ? 

BOETZKES : He s t arted thi$ Tudor 

style of archit ecture. You see , we h ad Meany Hall and the Archi tecture Bui l d-

ing , t hey wer e , I don ' t know whether you ' d call it Romanesque , or wh ether i t 

was Roman , or Norman or .. . It was an American t ype , Meany Hall. And then he 

came to this new idea and, I think , t he Tudor .. . 
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INTERVIEWER: Were you still here when those buildings were being start ed 

then? 

BOETZl<ES: Oh, yes . 

INTERVIEWER: You stayed on . 

BOETZKES . Yes. I was here in 1919 even, after the war , '19 , I was teaching 

French. There was no German Department . But my heart wasn ' t in it and I 

had an orchard in Oregon. Professors like Dr. Mei s nest and Dean Robert s , we 

all had orchards somewhere We were absentee orchardists . I 

had an orchard in Hood River and :r often, I went there during all my vaca-

tions . It was very health-giving , the climate and mountain air , the altitude. 

My mother had bought it for me and I developed it . At that time it came into 

bearing and I felt I was very independent. I had 20. acr es . I l eft . I didn ' t 

do anything for quite a while. My mother had cancer and I took care of her 

until sh e died and then I started traveling and gdt a job. at Hunter College. 

It was very nice , how I got that job. I had edited here a German book and 

then I wanted to go on with that. I liked the kind of work. And I was, trav-

e ling to South America with a friend and on the s t eamer coming home, on the 

freighter, I was reading a German story in a magazine , a serial. I laughed 

so mu ch t hat my fr i e nd said, "What are you laughi ng about?" And I said, 

"This i s s uch a very funny story , very good." And I sent it to Heath & Co. 

and they accepted i t . And I was writing on that when I came back to New 

York , and Dr . Green , I think, ~as the editor -- they have very fine men as 

editors in this college text (division) -- and he sai d , "Miss Boetzkes , you 

can ' t go on editing unless you teach ." "Well, I said , "I thought I had given 

up t eaching." And then he said , "Go over to Hunter College. " You see, I was 

a native -- in Hunter College in the l anguages they kept only natives in 
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languages -- a very fine college. They had, oh , about 35 .Ln the German 

faculty. They didn ' t discontinue the German during the war. 

IN'I'ERVIEWER: During the war. 

BOETZKES : No. 

INTERVIEWER. Did these men, Dr. Meisnest and others, did t hey get back? 

BOETZKES: oh, it was v~ry sad. Dr. Meisnest , he was a real Westerne r, a 

certain type , but a good man. Dr. Meisnest was a good man. He wasn 't much 

of a scholar and his German was not quite like mine, But anyway , he had 

a son , Darwin Meisnest , who had become sort of prominent in the city . He 

helped to build the Athletic Club. And 1 think the Edmundson Pavillion . I 

think h e helped finance that a l l , got the money . Anyway, he was sort of 

prominent. Dr . Meisnest couldn ' t get a job. No. And Darwin hel ped, tried. 

Dr . Meishest used to say to me , "They wouldn ' t give me a janitor ' s job." They 

wouldn ' t. The other professors -- Dr. Pressmann (?) came to me -- he had 

made his doctor ' s degree in Germany, they all had -- he said , "Now all my 

preparation, education , is just gone ." He died soon after . Eckcrmann (?), 

he was more , what shall I say, he knew where to find his way into the powers 

to be. He was put into the English Department. He was the only one. Later 

on he wanted to get into Hunter Col lege, he wrote me. I neve r respected him 

much. But he was scholarly , he was all right. The other professors , I don ' t 

know. I often asked what became of Hoff . Nobody seemed to know. 

INTERVIEWER: Did the students react to the firing of these men? Did they 

approve of it or did they disapprove? 

BOETZKES: Yes, they were very fanatic. You went through the second world 

war. You don ' t remember the first world war. 

INTERVIEWER: Yes, I do. 
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BOETZKES : You do? 

INTERVIEWER: Yes , I r emember . I was 11 year s old. 

BOETZKES : Well , anyway , we wer e .. . It wasn't Hitler. In the second world 

war it was Hitler . But in the first world war , I don't know, it was a fanat-

icism , a feel ing they had , I don 't know what it was . We were j ust ostra-

ci zed . 

I NTERVIEWER: Both s tudents and faculty? 

BOETZKES: Yes . on the campus , if I wou1a· walk across, the young profes-

sor s like Harris (?), who used to be friendly with me , would j ust pass me 

by. Mis s neve r spoke to me again. Dean Roberts , who was 

friendly with me unt il h e died , he was the only one who came across th.e campus 

and had the courage to shake hands with me . I have a lways remember ed t hat. 

Ana a t every birthday party , wh.en my neph ews i n The Highlands or t h e oth er 

one gave me a party , they always had Dean Roberts. They always had Dean 

Roberts. I don't know what it was , it was hatred against ... 

INTERVIEWER : What was t h e city like? That is , i n t h e University Dis trict at 

that t ime? 

BOETZKES: Ohhhh , the University District ! I came from Europe , I had seen 

a beautiful c i ty . And here ! (NOTE: She is not b eing compl i mentary to t he 

Unive r s i ty District .) When my fath er wanted to buy a house , build a house, 

take a house, and he looked a t several across t he bridge , what is now the 

bridge -- the house is s till there , a very nice house -- another one on 

Queen Anne Hill, wher e Dr . Churchill (.?l. l ives , where Mrs . Griffiths, Stanley 

Griffiths, Dr. Churchill' s house , 11Well 1 " he said, "how would yo u get to the 

Univers ity? '' Well, this b ridge wasn ' t there . You had t o go over by the 

Fremont Bridge. So final l y , after we s.tayed a month at t h e Rainier Gr and 

Hotel , we got this little new l~ouse -- th.ere wer e two little new houses bui lt, 
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the plaster was still wet -- and it was so primitive out here. There were no 

sidewalks. The streets were muddy. The streetcars stopped at 42nd, I think. 

35th was the City Limit. And for the Post Office we had to go 'way down to 

Fremont to get the mail, to get the post. It was very primitive , very 

frontier-style. 

INTERVIEWER: Where did the students live, most of them? 

BOETZKBS : Oh 1 some, of course, in the dormitory there, Cl ark and Lewis 

liall. 

INTERVIEWER: But they weren ' t built until l ater. 

BOETZKES : Well , pretty soon after, pretty soon after. But oh , they lived 

in various ways . Th.ey were a l l poor . We were all poor. Ther e we-re no mil-

lionaires in Seattl e . 

INTERVIEWER: Were there many co-eds? 

BOETZKES: What? 

INTERVLEWER: Were there many co- eds? 

BOETZKES : Co-eds 7 

INTERVIEWER: 

BOETZKES : I know them still , those who are alive . They meet me and say, 

"Oh, Miss Boetzkes." They were fine women. Miss MacDonnell (?)was.a 

librarian. Do you remember her? 

INTERVIEWER: No. 

BOETZKES: 'rhey were fine women, they were fine girl s. Bess MacDonnell 's 

sister , I mean Cora MacDonnell ' s sister, Bess MacDonnell, married Judge 

Ronald(?), s he was more of a flirtatious type. She stood under the clock 

in Denny Hall there at the entrance hall and she had her boy friends . And 

so was , oh, what is. her name, Perry , Perry , she never married. They were f ine 

girls. What they did, flirting, what l said "flirting," they just laughed, 
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they were friendly. B.ut oh , my what they see now. No way any-

thing like that. They were fine girls. They brought u)? . . . they taught me , 

as a New Yorker , they taught me how to bake bread , tbey taught me how to 

wash -- I had never washed. 

INTERVIEWER : What? 

BOETZKES : Laundry. I had never done anything. They taught me those 

things , we used to have a little, what did we call them, sort of lunches 

-- uh, picnics ! They 'd bring their nice , homemade bread. Oh, I knew them 

all . I knew them all and we were so friendly and I was teaching. And then 

I went to Paris , I was still in the French Department, I wanted, I think, to 

get diploma there , or something. Somebody 

home , had a little sorority s t arted 

girl MacDonnell, I said , "No , I can 't be 

? And I came back 

and I said to the 

, t here are so many of 

the Kappas and so many of the others and they w.ere all so friendly to rne." 

I didn ' t 

or. Kane, before Dr. Kane left, do you remember Dr. Kane? He said to me , 11 I have 

built this \lP to 7,000 students , and now I have to go." Political , you know. 

Bleth en had given the Chimes and Dr. Kane had accepted the money and h e had 

to l eave . He said, "I have built it up to 7 , 000. '' 

INTERVIEWER: What was tbe trouble? Why did he have to leave b ecause of that? 

BOETZKES: Mr . Blethen , the editor of t he Times , he got h i s money from the 

red-light district. J ust think , that ' s what politics was , in those days. 

INTERVIEWER: Because Kane accepted t his , he was disapproved of , i s that it? 

BOETZKES: Yes . He was s uch a fine man. ije came across campu s and said, 

"Now I have built i t up to 7 ,000 . '' Well, naturally the camp us grew and grew. 

There were so many of the assistant or vice presidents, like Thomson, Dean 
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Landes was President for a while , Winkenwerder(?) in the Forestry Dept. , 

he was, I think, acting President for a while. It grew and grew. But , then 

the quadrangle was started , that sort of gave it more of an academic 

you see . 

INTERVIEWER: Are you at all in touch with the University now? 

BOETZKES: More or less . I get some .. . I have a card, so I can park . I 

get a ticket . I get free , I just say, I would like to see,.,it ' s for the 

play or something , I am a retired professor. I have take n some of the dis-

cussion courses. At present I can ' t get to the campus any more very well, 

I don ' t like to walk so far. 

INTERVIEWEn : Of course . 

BOETZKES: And there are many things I would like to go, but I'm just get-

ting a little bit beyond that . 

INTERVIEWER: Do you keep in touch with the University by tele vision? 

BOETZKES. Oh, sure . I am very fond of it. I feel r had a part in it. 

INTERVIEWER: Of course. 

BOETZKES: I am a very loyal person. 

INTERVIEWER . I understand that you gave a scholarship. 

BOETZKES: Yes , I did that . 

INTERVIEWER: Whe n was that? 

BOETZKES: Just now . It ' s just concluded now. I gave the $10 , 000, begin-

ning of the year. A month or so ago. I did that out of loyalty. I had 

very happy years , you see , teaching. I was a young pers.on and to me it was 

a very differe nt experience from what I had before. I loved this life, the 

mow1tains , the lake. We had a canoe , my sister and r, we loved this country. 

¥es , r have a great loya lty. I feel I am part of it. Dr. Kincaid, I mean, 

Or. Kincaid h&s of course a much more dis tinguished record. I mean, he has 
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done great t hings . I mean, he deserved mor e .. . he deserved to have a build-

ing on the campus now, because he was r eally the backbone of our university 

in those days . Yes , I have very great ••. I am sorry for, I am 

I am more German than I ever was , I think , in my feelings . I don ' t have many 

German f riends, but l have f eel i ngs . I have no connection with t he German 

Department, though. 

INTERVIEWER : Not ever? 

BOETZKES : No • 

INTERVIEWER: Do you with t he French Department ? 

BOETZKES : No, I have no connection that way with the univer sity . We l l , 

they just have outgrown me or forgotten me or what ever. And for a long time, 

you see , I was away. I taught at Hunter College and l traveled and I han 

r eally no connection with the University f or a long time . 

I NTERVIEWER: When did you come back to Seatt l e? 

BOETZKES: I have lived in this house 30 years. My mother died i n ' 26 . 

Then I started traveling most of the time , and Hunter Col lege , a nd r came 

back from a trip around the world and I was. staying at the Wilsonian and 

it was cold, it was Augus t, and I had been in the t ropics . We had no sun-

s hine and I bought this house , 30 years ago. I have lived her e ever s ince . 

But the University has ... , as you well know, the s tart of it , the growth 

of it , it is very inte r esting . These young professors like .•. they wer e all . .. 

Thomson , Dean Thomson , who lived right t here .. . and Haggett and Save ry and 

Pade lford ... 

IN1r ERVIEWER. They were your neighbors, r ight here? 

BOETZKES: Well, I bought this afterward . They were all gone by t ha t 

time, they were all gone and dead. 
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INTERVIEWER : I see. 

BOETZKES : Dean Thomson lived t here for a while. I often saw him on the 

street , trying to wa lk , and he was almost gone. But we were friendl y , the 

students , we were s uch good friends , they were good friends, the students. 

INTERVIEWER : You have happy memories. 

BOETZKES. Yes. But I didn ' t like McMahon. They had persol'\al contacts with 

The McMahons , they had fri endl y rel ations with 

the students , they l oaned money t o them. They didn't give it. But I had 

no private . . . I mean , I didn ' t ask them to my house, but I had friendly 

rel ations , they ' d ask you questions and I would s ay, "I '.m only a w.oman , don't 

take !!!Y. advi ce . '1 The boys wanted advice , many of the boys. Or the girls . 

We were all f riendl y . 

INTERVIEWER: o;,i.d many of the teachers marry in those days? 

BOETZKES : Not s upposed to . 

INTERVIEWER: Not s upposed to? 

BOETZKES. The public school teachers , you know, if they married, they wer e .. . 

they had to j ust quit. I don ' t know whether we were too well-behaved or too 

reticwnt or , I don ' t know . I always liked Dean Roberts. He never married. 

I , l e t me see, whom else did I like? B.ut now , they didn ' t think of marrying. 

Miss Raitt didn ' t marry. Miss Denny, Grace Denny, still l iving up there, she 

didn ' t marry. I don ' t think any of them married. Mrs. McMahon was a lready 

married. I think , yes 1 they came from t he high school . None of them married. 

INTERVIEWER: I ' m afraid I ' m tiring you, so thank you very much. 
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To Pt·of. Eupme C. Ellioti-. a,nd Prof. Ryan. 
Dea r Sirs: 

In reg arrl to your l etter of December 10th , 1969, 
I like to say that at the a ge of 92, I have no mean s of tran~ ,, 
port,at ion to get to the Communication Buildin.~ on the Campu s 

m ~~for a conversation about my connection with th e University of 
Lil z I-

J,J i 1rA.shin r t.on. An intervi ew n.t my homel.vould be the easiest for me, 
N :, - • ' 

if that suits you r purvose. 
• < 
ID ~.,; If y ou ho.v e no 1·ecord of nry connection with the 
ci ; Un iv e r s it y of Wash in I ton , I c an g ive y ou a b r i e f out 1 in e , 
ci ;ey that is wh a.t you wn.nt. 

111 Before the turn of the century , in 1899 , I came to 
Seattle with my family from Barnard Colle~e, Columhia Univ@r s ity 
in New York. I entered the University of Washin i ton~s a Junior, 
wh en I'r. Pi errepont Graves , a Clas s ic Scholar f-rom1 Columbi a 
Univ e r si ty, wa~ President. 

I was born in Wiirzburg , Bava:rio.., Germany, in 1877. 
Wy F~ther, a Doctor of Medicine, f rom Columbia College , New 
York,was en ga pe d in post-graduat e work at the Clini c of th e Univer ·i ty 
Ilo ~p ita~in W'tl.rzbu rg. n urin g the first fifteen year s of my life 
J !d,Rye~ in Germany 1tt1 rl attended the ITlShc• r e Ttlchter Schule in 
ro s sel~orf on the Rh e inf until my family moved back to New York. 
T- f're I "()repa,rea fo r Barna rd Colle .: e at th e Packer Collegpiate 
In st ii,ute in Brooklyn, N, X. At Barnard Colle ;:e, I s p ecia li zed 
in Gr eek and I,a tin ann French, which I had studied from early 
ch i l rl h o o a • 

When I came to 
1-,he fi,of W. Cam-pus was 
heln\ana which hou:o. e cl the 
bookstore .Clark and Le wi s 
for men and women.Th e Law 

Seattle in 1899 , the only build in~ on 
Denny Hall where all the clas ses were 

Library and a s ort of l un chroom ann small 
I 

Hall we re th en built\.(.01, normitor.i.e s 
school was sti ll downxun where the 

Olym~ic Hotel now s tan d s .C omi n g from Furoµe and NewYork, Seattle 
seemed like a typical f r ontier ' s - t own to me ,. The Ci't,y l i rn its werP 

at 45th Street and 14th Street , now c a lled University Way.U n pa v ed 
Stre e ts and boar1lwalks le<1 to Denny Hall on th e CamJ?US from 

h I • t h e t@rmina l of t (F lect r1.c Trolley Car.If I r ememb er ri ghtly 
th ere were f ewer t ,han 4()0 stu lent s on th e Campus and. mo st of the 
boys hB<l to work their way 
jobs. Soon aft e r I came to 
of the Romance Department, 

throuf h b y ~oing all s orts of meni a l 
t h e Univ er s i t~rrof . Carolin e Ob e r 

asked me to assist her in French and 
in a class of nearly 40 stuients I had men who later became 
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-promin e~t ilcivic an'! educa.tional work. Dr. Herny Schmitz was an unrng r au . 

ate stu~ent in one of my classes and later b e came rresident 
of the Univers ity of WAshin1ton. 

In 1902 I r ot my Master's De1 re e in Latin uner Dr. Thomas 
Kane , who so on after became President. In 1903, while I wa.s s t udy~n(f: -tn 1 

Rt .t h e Sorbonne , 1 had a call to chan1 e ·Lo the "'erman lepnr m n · Paris 
.z 
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di a p f R eves Tbe Honor VI h i Ch W 0. S b f' in f Or ~- an i Z e r n e r r O • . e " • 

Soc i ety of Ph i Beta Kappa started a l ocal chApter and with 
i2fe c ent r ra . .Juf\.tes I was' .invitecl to join. I became As s ist.ant 

"E:raff.es1~odr. off'rl:'fmA.nhanri td1.1.rin,q .mv Sa))batica.tl.veo.jin 1908-1-:109 1 1A, a e 1 ows 1-p a ,:,ne trn1v-ers1vy or \;1l'Ca ~o( 
in t.h e German nepartemnt ,\Wh ere l stucl icrl towards my Ph. D. in 
PhilologiArn 'ier Dr. W' . Cuttinp an cl many other fine Prof ess ors 
like. nr. Woon 1 an<l nr . Prosh in fi·othic a nn middle Hi. .<:{h Gerrpan 
nn~ "r. Pietch in 0 1~ ~rovenial an ~ Ol~ S~nn i sh. 

The Alaska Yu kon Exposition was h e l~ in Seattle in 1 909 
, locate~ ri 1ht on th e Univer s ity Campus anrl many n ew buildin1s 
werP Prect e il s uch a ~\~ieany Hal ·l, Bailey fl all, lnl er the 
Architecture Buil-lin ,9/, tb e President ' s Residence which had 
b ef'n th e New York Buil-<lin 1 , An •lprson Jlfl.11 and some other 
t em-po r a ry bu i 1 li n ,o s l i k e th e Ore ~·on Bu il l in g w h e re th e 
Ge r man nepartment an~ th e Law School hel d their clas ses . 
LA.ter the uerml'l.n lJepartement move I to Haitt lla,l,;l. 

I steyei in the lerman -e partement as Assistant Professor 
u n...JI e r n r • F re <l M e i s n e st as Ch o. i rm a.n t i 11 1 9 .J.. 8 w h en . 1: h c U • S • A 
j~in e.l the Pisst World War. With one class in i erfan left, I was 
tran s ferr ed to the Fren ch De-part.em ent un d __ _,l? r Dr . Frein. I n 

1...._,, 

I9i9 J Te~·igne<l fr om the Univerfity of Washin ; Lon . 
LatPr I tau Pht German in Hunter College in New~ork, where 1 
con+,inu ec'l my sturli e s for the .... h . D. le [ ree at. Columbia UnivPr - ity 
1rn <l at t}1<'! Oni.versity o,f New York . '"' u • in ·~ rny yeAr·s of i crt.chin , 
r prman , I el ite~ two German Co ll e e e Texts with D. C. Heath 
a n rl Co • • One was the nove l 2 nie Bur gk inder" ( with notes and .. . r l1 
vocabulary) and the other " Abschie l fTom Paradies " by 
Fr'-a,nk 'l'hiess a contemporfl.r German writt~r. " l)ie Bur: kinde/1 1•ras 
by fl.u rlo l f Herzo t. , who was llistorian •lurir\gtbe First World 
War io Fmperor William II. S inc e I left Hunter College , I 
traveJle<l extensively all over the world , spenVdn g my tife 
sketchit p and writil1(J • I have wr i tten several , books on my 
travel,an ~ hisroical sub jects anrl Biog raphies. 

For the last 30 years , 1 have lived n ear the Unive rs it 

I ~raw no r e tirem ent p ay from the u niver ~ity s ince I left l on g 
b e fore suc h a system was installed 1.,e ccntly I have g iven a 
scho l o,rship of 'J'enthe,u s and l)ollaTs i, o the ,e rma.n Department in 
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memory of th e early years wh en 1 was connectel wi t h the 
'- e 1·m1m 1J e-partrpent •• 

Any oth er informat,ion you wonl I J ike t.o have u.bout 

my connf'ci,ion ·dth t.he u erman ne p:ut -n ent of th e Unive r s ity of 
Washington, I shall ~•la·lly furnish . Of t ,h e olde r r e tired Faculty me mbers 
An 1 collea uc s , still livin1, i)r c> c a ll in a friencHy way,p{rfof. 

-r-;. c,vor ).(inc a.in nnn Prof. Gr A.e r' Denny of th e llom e Fconomics De-

-pa rt 1J1emt. 
Sinc e r e ly Your s , 

5619- r6th Ave . N. E . January 4th, 1970. 
Sea t1,le, \\ ash. 
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Boetzkes Tape - Trans.cribe r ' s . Comments July 17, 1981 

1 . Name of Interviewer . Sorry 1 did not inc lude the interviewer 1 s name 
throughout t he body of the t ranscription . I did not see it on the 
box until after I had f inished the typing. 

2. Gaps . This was a very difficult tape to transcribe -- not so much 
because of Miss Boetzkes ' accent as because of the quality of the 
tape and because the ~ords and sentences had a tendency to trail off. 

I ~ad to l eave many gaps , despite having listened many times to every 
difficul t passage and having lis t ened t o the whol e thing s traight 
through a second time. 

3 . Factua l Comments : 

a . Page 2 . 1848 was a revolutionary year i n Europe and especially 
in Germany. Karl Schurz was a famous revolutionary, who later 
came t o the U. S. 

b. Page 4 - "t hese Backuses " no doubt r efers to the prominent Seattle 
Backus family . On page 7 Miss Boetzkes ment i ons her "nephew 
LeRoy Backus from The Highlands " and on page 17 her "n ephews 
in The Highlands. " It sounds as though her sister married into 
the Seattl e Backus family and lived in The Highlands. Perhaps 
that i s why Miss Boetzkes came back to live in Seattle. 

c . Page 1 3 - Lurline Simpson , according to the 1980-82 General Cata-
l og , r e ceive d her B. A. in 1920 from uw . The incide nt ment i oned 
must have happened in 1917 or 1918, when Lurline Simpson would 
have been s till· an undergraduate . 

d . Page 16 - Dr. Meisnest . I myself t ook Germa.11 from Dr. Meisnest 
at UW sometime duri ng the period 19 26-1928. 

Eileen Ni ve n 


