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Tape 434A Franco 

This is an interview with attorney Albert M. Franco, on July 13, 1978 
at the home of AdLna Russak. The interviewers are Meta Kaplan and Adina 
Russak. 

Q Al, where did your folks come from in the old country? 

A 11y parents were both born on the Island of Rhodes, which at the time of 

their birth was part of the t'urki•sh Empire, the Ottoman Empire. 

Q Were there towns on that island7 

A There was the main city of Rhodes, which was the largest 

1 

city of the island, and then 
The city of 

there was the town of Lindos on the other end of 

the Island. Rhodes is on the north end of the island and Lindi'l5e, is towards 

the south end of the island. 

Q And both your parents came from the same area? 

A They came from the city of Rhodes. 

Q What type of work did both your grandfathers do? 

A My mother's father was a haham, who was the headmaster of the 

Talmud Torah on the Island of Rhodes, and ran the Talmud Torah until his death 

at a relatively young age. My mother says it was from a ruptured appendix 

at age 44. My father's father I believe, did some kind of manual work--I 

don't know exactly what it was but he was a very humble and very poor man. 

Q They were married in the town of ... 

A They were married in the Island of Rhodes. My father at the age of 11, left 

the Island of Rhodes and went to what was then Smyrna, Izmir. And worked for 

an uncle who was a merchant and had some kind of a wholesale business. His 

name was Mizrahi 
maiden name. 

which was 

in Smyrna for about 11 years. 

Jl\Y father's mother's 

And he remained 

He then returned to Rhodes, and opened 

a large grocery in the Island of Rhodes and became a grocer and went in the 

food business. My father was born in 1881. He would have left Rhodes in 
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about 1892 and returned perhaps 1903. 

Q And when was he married? 

A He was married in Rhodes in 1908. I think at that time he was 26 yea.rs old. 
his 

Q Were any of family born there? 

A My oldest brother Morris, or Moshe, who is John, was born on the Island 

of Rhodes. The rest of us were all born in Seattle. 

Q What prompted their move from Europe? 

A Essentially it was not poverty, and it was not persecution. My father was 

pretty well off economically. He was quite a--as I understand it, fairly 

successful business man as a young man in Rhodes. But the Young Turk movement 

was brewing and had been brewing since about 1902 or 1903. 

Q Would you tell us about that? 

A Well, the Ottoman Empire which had for many, many years, certainly a.t the time 

of the Crimean War some 50 years before, and since that time had been known as 

the'Sick Man of Europe.!.- and it was a corrupt nation ruled by a corrupt 

Sultanate, albeit not maltreating the Jews, generally treating the Jews quite 

well. But the Young Turk movement which was essentially led by young revolutionaries 
their of time, including Mustapha Kemal who later became Kemal AtaTurk the first 

at the end of 
president of the Turkish Republic the first World War, was seeking 

to overthrow the old order and establish a democratic society. You must 

remember that the non-Turks in the Turkish Empire were something of second-class 

citizens. That included the Greeks, the Armenians, the Jews and others who 

essentially could not hold office and could not aspire to certain positions. 

Although the Jews as I say, were not 
Jews who 

any Sephardic came from Turkey 

mal-treated in Turkey, and I don't think 

would ever say they were mal-treated. 
but it 

It's not the same story as occurred in Russia-- was a backward country. 

With freedom came the privilege of serving in the army. Inevitably 

the prospect of serving in the Turkish army was not very palatable, i.t seems, 

to many of the young people. But that was only one factor, 
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The other factor was that there had begun a migration from some of the islands. 

Lots of Greeks had begun to come to the United States. Remember that the 

Sephardics of· Rhodes essentially lived among Greeks, even though it was part 

of Turkey--it was part of the Ottoman Empire when my parents were living there. 

And their immediate ancestors--the people among whom they lived were largely 

Greeks. Rhodes of course also was a substantial shipping port--it was something 

of a shipping crossroads and therefore these people did have access to information 

they would not have had if they lived somewhere in the interior. So largely 

for those various reasons, they left. It started in 1904, 

Q And when did your folks leave? 

A My father left in 1909 and my mother the following year. 

Q Did they already have relatives or acquaintances in Seattle? 

A My uncle David Mossafer came-- he' 5 my mother's brother--had come a year 

or 18 months earlier than my father, and had gone to Montgomery, Alabama. 

Q For what reason? 

A Because we did have relatives in Montgomery, Alabama, and there was, by the 
sizeable 

way, a Sephardic community from Rhodes, and also in Atlanta, Georgia. There 

is today a community of about 250 families in Atlanta. 

Q Was that because those were seaport towns, and they could land there easily? 

A Nobody really knows. I don't know exactly why they went to Montgomery, 

or to Atlanta, for that matter. 

Q Are they on the coast? Are both those towns on the coast? 

A No they're interior cities. But the Montgomery contingent was a little 

earlier than the Atlanta contingent for some reason or other. The people 

went to Montgomery and I've never quite understood exactly why--how they 
all of them they 

ended up in Alabama. I . 
They first came to New York, 1and then ~pread out. 

Q Did they have any trouble in Ellis Island? 

A No. 
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Q I just wonder if there was a committee to help the foreign born, that dispersed 
those two 

them from New Ybrk to places. 

A It may be very possible that HIAS might have had some role in it. My 

parents never mentioned HAIS in Europe, but HIAS did contact them 

when they came to the United States. 

Q Where? In New York, at Ellis Island? 

A New York, right. 

Q Did they talk much about the voyage over? 

A A little bit. My mother came separately from my father, with John and an 

uncle of mine who was a younger brother, Dr. Isaac M ossafer , who was then 

ten years old. Not too much about the voyage. 

Seattle, and therefore she immemdiately came here. 

Mty father was already in 

My father, on the other 

hand, stayed in New York for about 6 months. 

Q Where did he stay? 

A He just lived there, and as a matter of fact, he didn't know what to do, and 

he became a bootblack, which was a very demeaning thing for him. 

he came to Seattle ... 

And then 

Q When he was a bootblack, was that on the East Side in New YOrk? 

A I think so. It was only for about three months. And then he left. He knew 

that there were a couple of Sephardics here already. One of them was 

Nessim Alhadeff, who had already come, and I believe Solomon Alhadeff, 

the father of Morris Alhadeff, was already here. 

Q Isn't it possible the reason they came to Seattle was because they heard 

there was a large Greek population here, and they knew they could use their 

language skills? 
Nessim 

A Well, that was part of it. Alhadeff originally came here apparently 

with some Greeks. And the Greek population came here about the same time as 

the Sephardic population, maybe within a year or two. 
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Q And also, they learned to be fisherman on the Isle of Rhodes and they felt 

A 

that Seattle being a coast town, would offer opportunities ... 
was 

That a possibility. There was a lot of fishing on the Isle of Rhodes 

it was a seaport. Another thing that was a factor is the fact that 

Seattle had been heard of because of the Alaska gold rush. Seattle was an 
the 

unknown--the Pacific Northwest was unknown to anyone in the world, but/dis-
of 

coverery/gold at that time was something that created a world-wide interest. 

In 1897, and of course the gold rush as such continued for another ten years, 

And bear in mind that Seattle had phenomenal growth between 1890 and 1910--

it tripled its population practically. 

Q What did your father do when he first came to Seattle? 

A. He came here, and the same thing--he became a bootblack for a couple of 

Q 

A. 

months at the Bush Hotel. And then he heard that there was a produce stand 

in the Pike Place Market, in the Gomer Market, which had just been built. 

He had some money, and he bought it. And he went into business with Herman 

Kronfeld who is the father of Mildred Kolack who died last 

year. 

You mentioned two Sephardim who were already here, 
Nessim 

Alhadeff and 

David M ossafer was here too, and Solomon Peha. 

Q Do you remember any others? 

A well, from Rhodes, Solomon Alhadeff, Nessim 

Q 

A 

Alhadeff, my uncle David MOSsafer and Solomon Peha--I don't know who 

else was here at that time. Those are the ones that I recall. 

The other daughter of this Kronfeld is married to Adler, 
Kronfeld is Joille 

Ethel married to Adler. 
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Q How old was .John at this time'/ 

A When my mother came, .John was about a year old. 

Q He was just born before your father left? 

A He was born after he left. 

Q They sold fruit and vegetables? 

A They sold fruit and vegetables at what is now Pike Place Market. 

Q He had experience for merchandise? 

A , He knew merchandisimg. That was what he was looking to do. 

Q On the Island of Rhodes, did they grow fruit and flowers? 

A Oh yes. Yes.They had very extensive olives, fruits, apples, 

oranges, all sorts of things, 

and produce, 

Q ·They just had a stall, they didn't have any name? 

A Yes, it was Franco and Kronfeld. 

Q And that would have been about what year? 

A That was 1911 

Q When your mother came, did your father already have a place for her? Where was 

that? 

A 

I believe they lived on 13th and Washington, around in there. 

Q Where did your father live when he first came? 

A. I don't know. I think it was somewhere around the Bush Hotel, on .Jackson Street. 

Q And the rest of the children were all born here? 

A The rest of us were all born here. 

Q 

A 

How long did he maintain that partnership? 

Wi,th Kronfeld? Well he was also in partnership with Mr. David Pass. 

Kronfeld wanted to go into the machinery business, so my father said "OK", 
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and indicated that he would run the produce business and Mr. Kronfeld _ would 

run the machinery business. And then Mr. Pass came into it and I believe 

they were in it together for a while, three of them, Then my father got out 

of the machinery business and Mr. Pass and Mr. Kronfeld carried forward, I 

think under the name of Panama Machinery Company, on First Avenue South. 

Q And your Dad stayed in the produce business for how long? 

A My father was in the produce business until 1938. 

delicatessen • 

And also groceries, 

Q All in the market, the same stand? 

A Oh no, he had many operations. At one time he had 15 or 16 operations, as 

_--in Portland, in Bellingham, Aberdeen , San Francisco. 

Q Just like franchised 

A No, he had partners, a bunch of partners--, 

Q All retaH? 

A Retail and wholesale, mostly retail. 

Q And this was accumulated in the span of how many years? 

A Well, this was starting about from the end of the First World War until 1931. 

Then the economic depression came and he lost a number of the places and all 

he kept was the one original place in the Market. 

Q And did he go visit these places? 

A Yes. He would go there frequently. He was a partner in Bremerton, for example, 

of Morris and Isaac Soriano, the Soriano brothers who were pillars 

of the Bremerton community. Morris Soriano died about a year or so ago, 

maybe two years ago. 

Q I know that he educated 2 sons as attorneys and one as a doctor and I imagine 

that your sisters were all .•... So that required a lot of money. Was there 

constant upward mobility with him? Was he constantly building his fortune? 
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A Well, my father was a man with very little formal education, very much like 

many of the immigrants. But very keen on Americanization. He was one who 

perhaps had a very keen appreciation for the United States and the opportunities 

offerred. I might say that he was intensely patriotic all his life. 

Q What was his feeling toward religion as far as the Sephardic culture and the 

Jewish religion? 

A He didn't have real strong feelings, My father was not a scholar at all. 

My mother was much more of a scholar than my father. My father was a very 

upright, strong, resolute man with a lot of moral fiber and physical courage. 

I don't think he knew how to be devious or indirect. 

Q You say that because of his finding the American way of life so attractive, 

he worked very hard so that his children could benefit from the richness of 

American life and encouraged you to get your education? 

A Oh, by all means. 

Q And he was able to finance it 

A It was 

had been, 

v:iery, very hard, as it was for a lot of the parents. He 

As I think back, a quite wealthy man, by the 

standards of the days, almost from the time he went into business, 
over 

until the depression, which would be about a 20 year period. And we lived 

very well, very comfortably. 

Q Did he affiliate with the Synagogue? 

A Oh yes, there's was no question--he was one of the founders, My father was 

a religious man, but you didn't know it by being with him, I'll put it 

that way. 

Q Was there observance in your home? 

A Oh, yes. 

Q Was Sabbath observed, and dietary laws? 



Tape 434 A Franco -9-

A Oh, yes, dietary laws. Whatever. my father would have 

wanted to do, my mother wouldn't let him do otherwise. 

Q All his life in America, he did have upward mobility--1 mean he died having 

amassed quite a good estate, after all his years of working? 

A Well, he really didn't. He would have, except that he got cleaned out in 
just 

1931, completely. j1Jst And from then on it was kind of hard going for him. 

Let's put it this way: it wasn't that easy. Of course by that time he was 

50 years old. 

Q You boys and girls probably helped with your education--you probably worked? 

A To some extent, yes. 

Q .. Jfasn' t it the group, all from the Isle of 

Rhodes that founded Ezra Bessaroth? 

A ?here was a synagogue, it was not called 

Ezra Bessaroth, I don't even know the name of it, but it was started 

in the vicinity of where they lived, between 12th 

and 13th on Washington Streets. I don't think they had their own building. 

Q Did they use the building that had belonged to Ashkenazic Bikur Cholim? 

A They may have. 

Q But it was called something else before it was called Ezra Bessaroth? 

A I think so. 

Q And he was one of the founding members? 

A Yes. The original name of the synagogue as I recall was Kupa Ezra Bessaroth 

of Rhodes. The synagogue itself as a structure was 

incorporated in 1914. I do have the articles of incorporation. 

The signators were Nessd.m Alhadeff, my father, and about 
other 

6 or 7 men. 

Q And that name was shortene.d to just Ezra Bessaroth? 

A Yes, Ezra Bessaroth. 
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Q We did establish that you and your brother did help your father and earned 

part of the money for your education, 

A Well, you know when we say 'helped our father' we mean ... because even during 

the depression, my father had a lot of employees. And w~helped our father in 

the sense that we were kids, and my father said "You come to work". So we'd 

go to work. I would not say that I as a 14 year old or a 15 year old, made 

that much of a contribution to the family welfare. 

Q What I mean to say is that he wanted better things for you--he wanted you to 

get your education? 

A Oh, he insisted on it. Absolutely insisted. 

Q What school did you go to? 

A I went to Leschi elementary school. We lived on 31st, We moved there in 

early 1919, from 15th and Yesler Way. My father had a triplex or a fourplex 

and another house in which my aunt and my uncle, Mr. and Mrs. Morris Hanan 

had lived. And ... well you asked about his upward mobility---yes, there's 

no question about it. I remember an incident in 1931 or 1930 perhaps, when 

I remember hearing my parents talking, and I was aware--I think I was 13 or 14. 

When I was aware that there was an economic problem, and that's when my 

Dad's business empire, so to speak, what there was of it, in which he was 

associated with a couple of other men, just s,imply collapsed, and he just 

closed everything up. And so I remember saying to my father that I'd like to 

go to work. And he just glared at me and in a very strong voice said 

"You go to school." 

Q I was going to say that your mother must have been a strong force in getting 

you to study because of the love of learning she had observed in her own home, 

A. Yes. She didn't have a lot of formal education, She had gone to the havra~ 

the Talmud Torah, And she taught in her father's school starting at about 

age 12. She was teaching Hebrew, and whatever there was to teach, I think 
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formal 
her education was rather limited to going to the elementary level to a school 

run by some Italian Sisters, of all things, 

Q And yet, when she was in America, did she acclimate to the modernity of the 

country? 

A Within the limitations of the Sephardic community, I would say she was much 

Q 

A 

more advanced in her thinking than most of the women of her time, ~he 

was very bright, and quite opinionated, and very, very learned in Jewish history, 

in Jewish ritual, in customs, traditions. 

1 partner (Bud Asta) Just to quote your aw · He says the mother was a doll". 

Did you have an instance of the extended family? Did you have grandparents, 

or one grandparent living close by who was quite an influence? 

We had one, my mother's mother. Mrs. Mossafer, 

mother. 

that's David Mossafer's 

Q When did she come? 

A She came with my mother, at the same time. She was a widow, as my grandfather 

had died. 

Q Bud was of the impression that she had quite an impact on your household, for 

A 

the good 

She was a dynamic woman, and a real d,0.er in the community. She was a woman 

with nothing, but she was very, very charitable, and she collected alms from 

door to door for the poor people. 

Q Jewish, only? 

A. Yes,for the Sephardic community. She would go, she knew every house, and she 

would make the rounds frequently. And particularly , one of her special pet 

projects was what were called the Mortajas which is a Sephardic word 

meaning shroud, for burying the dead. And many people literally could not 

afford funerals or funeral paraphernalia. And my grandmother would collect 

money and she would make this available to the synagogues, and lster on, to 
. and the Seattle Progressive Fraternity the Sephardic Brotherhood. 
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Q What about for the Hachnoset Kall ah? 

A You mean? 
but 

Q Well, the Ashkenazim have the same idea,for the bride--to marry off a poor girl. 

A. 

Q. 

Oh, I don't think she was very concerned about that. st ly she was 

concerned with raising money for the poor people in the community, for various 

things, sometimes to buy things for ~R©sach--whatever she could do within the 

limits of her powers. She was a very strong-willed woman. 

Where did you go to high schGol? 

A. I went to Garfield, and graduated in 1933 

END OF SIDE I 

Q Where did you go to college? 

A I went to the University of Washington. I went directly from high school, 

and finished undergraduate school and Law school in 6 years. In those days 

you could take a combined degree. You could go three years to undergraduate 

school, enter Law School, and then get a Bachelor's Degree after your first 
after 

year of law, and then/two more years of law you could get your law degree. 

Q And then you were admitted to the Bar? 

A I was admitted to the Bar in 1939. 

Q In the years when you were young, how did you get your Jewish education? 

A Well, my Jewish education basically consisted of attending the Sephardic 

Talmud Torah, in the Ezra Bessaroth synagogue on 15th Avenue and East Fir. 
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My father had been head of the Talmud Torah, the lay head for many years, 

He was the first president of the congregation 

Ezra Bessaroth after the building was built in 1917, on 15th Avenue, 

I believe it was started in about 1915, and as so often happens with 

synagogues, it took a lot of time to raise the money. Interestingly, 

-13-

and probably the story of so many synagogues, these were very poor people, 

many of them, and yet they were able to build a synagogue, 

Q thow many years did you go there? 

A I went to the Talmud Torah for about 8 years, up until Bar Mitzvah. I 

started at age 5. 

Q Who were the teachers? 

A The teachers I must say were not very good. My Jewish education has mostly 

been gained in a<lul thood, I regret to say. It's certainly 

not an education anywhere comparable to the Hebrew Academy, for example. 

It was not a quality Jewish education, unfortunately. I'm not being 

condemnatory, but it was largely simply learning to read Hebrew, learning 

the prayers, a very small amount of much else shall we say--no theology, 

very little history, and Talmud, the rest on a very elementary ... 

Q Jack Benaroya made a remark to me in diJscussing that. He said that he was 

always told "Don't ask questions, just learn to read." 

A. Yes. It's essentially that. /Jit the same time 

I might say, I was going to the Temple de Hirsch Religion School. 

Q How did that come about? 

A My father joined the Temple de Hirsch, along with Nessi,m Alhadeff, and my 

uncle Morris Hanan. 

Q What year was that? 

A About 1920. 
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Q Was there an atmosphere in the Sephardic h@d@r which made kids not very anxious 

to go·? 

A Yes. It wasn't a pleasing atmosphere at all. 

·:Perhaps if I went back and loo'J~dat the scene again I 

would think differently. But as a child , that was fairly typical,I think,of 

the attitude of many of the youngsters, we were afraid of the teachers, to 

start with. 

Q Did they use corporal punishment? 

A They used a.stick. 

Q Do you remember any of the teachers' names? 

A 

A. 

Oh sure. There was Rev. David B.ehar who by the way, grew tremendously 

from those days. I must give that man tremendous credit for 

his really intellectual growth, from the days when I was 6 or 7 years old 

or 8 or 9, whatever it was, and let's say, 30 or 40 or 50 years 

later. Then there was Morris scharhon who was his brother-in-law. 

These men knew 

the knowledge very well. 

weren't 
1, 

a lot, but they very good 
they ,, 

teache~, couldn't impart 

I don't think they 

knew enough about teaching techniques. This is a factor. I look back with 

great affection on Rev. Behar as a man, for whom I had a great 
and respect 

deal of affectionAwhen I grew up. 

Q What was your mother's and grandmother's attitude toward your father joining 

the Temple? 
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A Why father largely joined the Temple, I think it was part of what he considered 

to be the Americanization process. 

,J,Je himself never attended--he went to the Sephardic synagogue, 

Thinking back and knowing my father, he wanted his 

children to have contact with other segments, outside of 

the Sephardic community, He saw this as a way,I believe, of giving his 

children a broader community perspective. I don't know whether he rationalized 

it that way, but I think subconsciously he felt that way. 

Q At that time wasn't there friction between the Ashkenazim and the Sephardim? 

A Well, interestingly enough, the friction was not so much between the German 
but 

Jews and the Sephardic Jews, as between Eastern European Jews and the Sephardic 

Jews. But it wasn't real friction. I think it was 

just kind of a normal, lack of communication 

a immigrants that came from 

Here you have 

different cultural background just as 

different as night and day. They spoke a different language. They had a 
a 

different cuisine; they had different history; they were physically different 

in many ways. And the only thing they had in common actually was a long Jewish 

history which is very important. But in the American milieu where there were 
these 

other forces that were imposing themselves on two societies, there was 

kind of a tendency for them to draw away from one another, and maybe each 

drawn a little bit towards the American society around them, but certainly 

not towards each other. 

Q But you think this was not the prevalent condition with the, Reform? 

A Not with the Reform Jews, probably because socially and economically 

they were so far above us, there was no competition. The German Jews rather 

looked on the Sephardic Jews as the newcomers--·, 
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as if they could perform an act of noblesse oblige, and they 

did take the community in hand and help it a lot economically. They helped 

build the synagogue,--Ezra Bessaroth. 

Q Oh, they did? How? 

A They gave a big bazaar. In 1917 at the Temple de Hirsch. And raised a 

substantial amount of money. And Rabbi Koch, Samuel Koch, was extremely 

interested in the Sephardic community and was very active in trying to bring 

Sephardics for example, into the Temple de Hirsch. Helping in things like 

immigration, and things of that kind--rather naturalization problems. 

Generally, the leadership of the Temple de Hirsch was quite helpful. 

want to exaggerate it, but they did quite a bit. 

I don't 

Q That's an interesting insight because we have never heard that in any oral 

history tapes we made with some of our Eastern Jewish compatriots. 

lihat was the attitude of--you just said that there was a certain amount 

of 2.nimosity between Eastern Europeans and Sephardillm? 

A It wasn't 

Q 

really animosity. I simply think that these were people of such different 

cultures, that they just didn't understand each other. My grandmother, for 

example, really would have nothing in common with a woman let's say from a 

small town in Russia. They couldn't communicat 

different; they pronounced Hebrew differently. 

\I/hat did they think about 

.fJhe synagogue service sounded 

interdating? 

A Well, that's an interesting thing, and that gets back to the University and the 

fraternities and everything else 

There was very, very little interdating, 
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before 1930 I would say, The opportunity was there for some people. 

My brother John, for example, dated girls, 

Hirsch, from the German Jewish community. 

from the Temple de 

B,y the 20sc, Eastern European 

Jews were already leaving the orthodox congregations and going into the reform 

congregations, and now my brother was dating non-Sephardic girls, 

largely from the Temple de Hirsch, not from the orthodox Ashkenazic 

synagogue--not from the Bikur Cholim or 11Herzl, 

Q What was the attitude of the parents at that time? As far as the dating was concerned 

A As far as my mother and father were concerned, I think theywere quite satisfied. 

But I always considered my father and mother fairly progressive. There were 

certain families who were more progressive than others. I don't necessarily 

mean less Jewish, but shall we say, a little more tolerant of that sort of 

thing. Of course the line was drawn at non-Jews. 

But I think within the Jewish framework, I know my 

parents didn't really have any objection. 

some intolerance for Ashkenazi women. 

I must admit that my mother had 

My fat her, no; my mother yes, 

It probably went back to the early cultural differences. Now for example--
that 

I don't think it's true but this is certainly the attitude "of many Sephardic 

women had--that the Ashkenazic women were dirty. Not physically, not themselves, 

but they were bad housekeepers--their homes were not clean; they were less 
Sephardi 

conscious of absolute cleanliness in the home, that women used to always 

harp on that, I think it was a fairly typical attitude of Sephardic women of 

her generation. ]_t was not a strong intolerance--

just a mild intolerance--nothing that wo4ld prevent free 

relationship between Sephardic young people and Ashkenazic young people. 
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Q But it did prevent free relationship until as you say you got into the University? 

A At the high school level, we had very, 

very good relations with the other Jewish youngsters. The Sephardic boys and 

girls and the Ashkenazim got along very well at Garfield--not conscious of 

any sharp cleavage. 

Q Definitely a generation gap there 

A 

problems. 

Jews there. 

In the grade school level we didn't have 

I was at Leschi elementary school. There were very few 

The school had 200 pupils, but there were about 20 Jewish 

kids there, maybe 25, and about half were Ashkenazim.and half Sephardim. The 

Rickles family, the Pass family, the KronfeldS.,, the Horowitz, the Silvers 

(Robert Silver). 

The Sephardic families,ourselves, Morrie Alhadeff, Ike Alhadeff, Charlie, Jack 

Alhadeff, Sidis, Piha, we 
and Ike. 

of Morris/\ There may have been 

had another Alhadeff , Albert Alhadeff, cousins 
half 
a/dozen Ashkenazic and half a dozen Sephardic 

families, but we got along pretty well. 

But, we went to the University, and we ran into the fraternity system. The 

Jewish fraternities and sororities, or one sorority were Alpha Epsilon Phi, 

and the two fraternities, Zeta Beta Tau and Sigma Alpha Mu, 

There the curtain dropped. No Sephardic joined a fraternity, or was invited. 

My brother and Charlie Alhadeff were blackballed. 

Q That was what year? 

A 1926. I think it was the winter of 1 26-'27 when they were freshmen. By 

Zeta Beta Tau, I was never invited, nor my brother. I think my brother 

Robert, who was a year ahead of me, was once invited to lunch, but that's as 

far as it went, at Sigma Alpha Mu. No Sephardic of my generation was ever 

invited to a Jewish fraternity. Interestingly, I was personally approached 
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by some non-Jewish friends, if I wanted to join a non-Jewish fraternity. 

I probably could not have got in, but at least they were nice enough to invite 

me over and I did go to lunch a couple of times 

But the Jewish fraternities excluded us completely. 

Q And the girls too 

A The girls too, 

Q When did that change? 

at non-~Jewish fraternities. 

A That didn't change until after the second World War. About 1945 or '46. 

But that existed from Day One until the end of the second World War. 

Q What about Hillel--was that in existence? 

A Hillel came on campus in 1940, after I finished school. But it was only a 

coumcelorship; it was not a full foundation. 

in 1947. 

Then we built the first building 

Q Were you associated with Hillel from the start? In other words, the National 

office established the counselorship on the University of Washington campus. 

What was it, just a committee? 

A It wasn't even that. I'm trying to remember who it was who was the Counselor. 

I can't recall 1940. 

Q That would be in the Hillel records. But was that someone. from the East? 

A I think it was a local person. 

Q It's interesting that you were in it from the start, and I think it was because 

of the fact of the discrimination against Sephardic young people. 

A I was already out of school. 

Q Wasn't there a desire to establish a 

foundation where everyone would be welcome? 

A I don't think that's the motivation at all. I didn't actually get into Hillel 
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until after I got out of the war. Of course a lot of us were gone. Came 

1941 and most of us just left, and were gone until 1946. 

I was not too happy personally with the Jews, Judaism and the Jewish 

community, I had very few Jewish girl friends, partly because we had been 

excluded from social life in the University. And when I got out of Law School 

and went into the office of Philip Tworoger, 

a very outstanding person, a man who had great influence on my 

life. A man of strong opinions but maybe not very observant or traditional, 

but in my opinion a great Jew, because he was defending Judaism with all his 

heart and soul at a time when it wasn't sometimes popular to do so. 

Q Would you spell his name? 

A 

Q 

Philip Tworoger. It's a German name. His father had come from Germany about 

1860 I think, and he was born in New York in 1869; went to CCNY and then 

Harvard Law School-

In the Archives we have a sort of history that he 

had written. Were you the only law partner with him? 

A I went in with him in 1939, and he was a very big, very active man in B'nai B'rith. 

He immediately got me involved in B'nai B'rith--as soon as I went in I joined 

B'n!!i B'rith, 

Q And did you get active in it? 

A Extremely. 

Q In what particular field? 

A Oh, I served on a lot of committees. I was on the ADL Committee, almost from 
League 

the beginning. The Anti-Defamation/committee. There was no ADL director 

as -we knew it then. There was a committee and P Allen Rickles was the chairman 

of it. I worked on that, went to a number of meetings, 

About that time we started. a Brotherhood at the 
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B'nai B'rith. We had a big Brotherhood affair, February 1940. 

And I think I was chairman. And I remember that very clearly, but the 

Archbishop of the Catholic Diocese here would not permit the Catholic clergymen 

to appear on the platform with clergymen of other denominations. I think his 
not 

chief objection was/appearing with the Protestant clergymen, as I recall. 

So we had to use Catholic laymen to represent the Catholic Archdiocese. 

Q What did you say was his chief objection? 

A To have a Catholic clergyman appear on the platform with Protestants. 

Q It was the ADL that interested you. In what sequence did you 

get into the work of the American Jewish Committee? Can you put these things 

in their proper order as far as y01._ir work is con~erned? 

A. My first real heavy involvement in the community started when I finished 

Law School. I had been in the Sephardic Youth movement somewhat before that 

but not real strong.------------- -----•--------

Q Was there such an organization? 

A Yes, there was an organization called the Young Hebrew Literary Club, the YHLC, 

and it was a Sephardic Youth organization, formed in the late 20s. There had 

been a Sephardic lay organization formed in the early 20s, called the Seattle 

Progressive Fraternity. Do you have any information on the Ladino 

Theater we used to have here? 

Q No, do you? 

A Well, I can give you some information, and Henry Bemezra and Jacob AJdneleh 

can give you a lot more information. than I can. They were older, 

and they actually participated in those plays. 
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Q Now what was the sequence of those things? 
after 

A That wa.s back at the time / the First World ·war, the early 20s. 

Q Was that the first social and cultural thing you had, ,·. ·~ .. , the Ladino Theater? 

A Yes, we had the Ladino Theater here, where we had plays in Ladino or Spanish. 

Spanish .language plays usually Jewish historical things, maybe the story of 

the Maceabeas and the story of Esther ..• 

Q Was there any friction between the two synagogues--between Ezra. Bessaroth and 

the Sephardic Bikur J-lolim? -

A 

Q 

Well, yes and no. 1N:,t real friction 

amalgamate into a single Sephardic congregation. 

but unwillingne.ss to 

The.re were even slight 

cultural differences between the Jews from Rhodes and the Jews from Turkey,. 

On the other hand, there were even small cultural differences between 

the Jew from Istambul which was a big city, and a Jew· from T ikirda or some 

smaller area, or Marmara. 

You say the Ladino Theater was organized about 1918. Wa£ that 

cultural, social organization in the Sephardic community'/ 

the first 

A Well I think that was the first effort--1 don't know what was being done at 

the educational center. (run by the Council of Jewish Women.) 

Q Where was your theater? 

A The ;,lays -sometimes were held at 

the Educational Center, but mostly they were held at the Danish Brothe.rhood , 
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Washington Hall, on 14th, 14th and East Fir, 

I guess it was. The hall still stands. 

Q Now the next thing· 

A Aimed at uniting the 

Sephardic community, 

there was a recognition on the part of the leadership of the Sephardic 

Bikur Hholim and the Ezra Bessaroth, that we should 

have a Sephardic community. We shouldn't just have two synagogues, we should 

have a community. There was a recognition that in this country at least, 

we needed more than synagogues to preserve Sephardic life--that the synagogue 

alone was not enough. I think that was one of the reason, I think 

the other reason was the desire to start things moving towards an eventual 

amalgamation of the two synagogues. So about, 1921 or '22 

there was formed the 

Seattle Progressive Fraternity, which was the Sephardic lay organization 

consisting of people from both Sephardic synagogues. 

Q Of all ages? 

A Essentially adults. 

Men and women. 

Q And you had meetings in both the synagogues? 

A The meetings were mostly in the Educational Center, in the upstairs room5 

not in the synagogues. 

I was 

6 or 8 or 10 years old at the time, and my recollection is that the meetings 

were mostly in the Educational Center. 

Q And what were their activities? 

A Debates. A lot of panels, discussions, everything from child labor to the 
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subjects 
visit of Queen Marie to the United States. All sorts of / of the day. 

Remember these people were trying to elevate themselves culturaly and they 

would have judges come to speak, and they would have some of the college 

boys •.• 

END OF TAPE, SIDE II 
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Franco: The YHLC was the Sephardic youth group, also formed in the 20s, and after a 

few years, six or seven perhaps, its name was changed to Junior Sephardic League, 

or JSL. 

Q What were your activities? 

A I wasn't personally too active in it. It was largely the Sephardic Youth Group. 

In those days its main function was to 

bring young men and young women together with hope of matrimony, 

Q A:nd did they meet also i:n the Educational Center? 

A They met largely in the Educational Center, yes. 

Q What are your personal recollections of the Educational Center, other than 

going with these groups? 

A We used to call it the Settlement House. 
I 

At the age of 3/moved to the Leschi area, so,-

geographically for those days, I was a long distance from the Educational Center, 

The center of Jewish population, say even at the end of the first 

World War and into the mid-twenties, was still largely within the area of 

17th or 18th and Yesler, but had begun to move a little bit east and perhaps a 

little north. Gradually at Cherry Street if you remember was becoming the 

center of Jewish population. 

Now, getting back to the Educational Center, my recollection of it isn't too 

good, largely because usually we would go there for meetings, or some social 

function. There were dances) musicals,, at which artists would 

appear.,. 

There were 

a violinist or a pianist. 

debates .. 

The womens' organizations had their meetings there, 

I used to do a lot of singing in those days·, 

I used to appear on the stage there sometimes. 

in my early 20s; 
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effort on behalf of the community 

That's when I went with Phillip Tworoger -. 

started 
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You said your first big 

after ... 

I have always felt that Mr. 

Tworoger had a very profound influence on me insofar as creating a real interest 

in Jewish community activities, . largely through beginning in B'Nai B'rith • 

Q And what did you really do first? 

A Started serving on committees, like a lot of people do, being involved in the 

politics of the organization, running for the Executive Committee the following 

year, I think 1940, and then in the fall of 1941, 
had to 

I was nominated Warden of Seattle Lodge. And I/ decline 
going 

because I was/ to go into military service. But I had been serving on committees-

I was very active on the Program committee, printing the 

programs, on the ADL Committee, and Membership--the usual things. 

Q In other words, you didn't get into B 'nai B' rith the way most of the boys did, 

with AZA? 

A No, I was never a member of AZA. 

There was no discrimination in AZA against Sephardic boys? 

A No, none at all. 

Q Were you too busy getting your education? 

A I just didn't. I don't really know why I didn't join AZA. 

M~ybe I was a year or two or three ahead of the Sephardic kids who began going to 

AZA. I remember that Albert Hanan, my cousin, who is three years younger 

than I--he went into AZA, but at my level, there were almost no Sephardic kids 

in the AZA. 
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Yau were in Army Intelligence during the war. When you came back, 

is that when you really started working in other areas than B'nai B'rith, 

after 1945? 

A I always had a great deal of interest in civil rights, and human rights, and I 

think part of it was from Mr. Tworoger; ·he was a very caustic 

man, as you say, but a man of very strong principles, 

Maybe it was partly due to the fact that I had been discriminated against not 

only by non-Jews as all Jews are, but sometimes by Jews themselves, unfortunately. 

Not just I, but a lot of my people. I think it tended subconsciously 

to cause me to be 

interested in bettering the lot of those who were discriminated against. 

Q And what form did your efforts take? 

A At the beginning of course, becoming active in the ADL work. ADL 

at that time was largely concerned with anti-Semitism, the 

incipient and insidious I would say, Nazi-type movements, of which there were 

many in this part of the country, the Silver Shirts, and others·. 

But at the same time, we were beginning to stir a little bit in the direction 

on a very modest scale, of legislation to formally eliminate discrimination. 

Q Who was the head of this group? 

A Well, P. Allen Rickles was the chairman -- he was a volunteer. 

It was very embryonic: at that time, and nothing much happened until after the 

Second World War. That's when the Anti Defamation League became an independent 

organization, completely independent of B'nai B'rith, in this area at least. 

And established a professional office. 
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In the 

Anti-Defamation League I started to become active immediately after the war 

In 1946, I was elected to an office in B 'nai B' rith 

and immediately started serving on a number of committees. I wrote a column 

for the Jewish Transcript at that time for a number of years, called 11A 

Word Edgewise." 

in human work and civil rights. 

I became very interested 

At that time we were really trying 

to move towards legislation, having a state law against discrimination. 

So we in the Jewish Community, especially in the Aoti-Defamation League, 

took a real leadership role in the whole civil rights movement in this state. 

A very significant role. There were others, Sol Ringold for example was very 

active in that, myself, Stan Jacobs was the first Director we had 

here of the ADL. 

1952 or '53. 

He was succeeded some years later by Len Schroeter in 

That's when we first had a Regional 

Board, independent of B'nai B'rith. We took the leadership in civil rights 

along with certain liberal church people, and worked for about three years to 

get a State law against discrimination--and we did. We were the second state 

in the United States after New York, to have a State law against discrimination 

which we called FEPC--Fair Employment Practices Commission. Aod we lobbied it 

through the Legislature, we got Sen. Al Westburg who was a very decent non-Jewish 
we 

State Senator,a good friend of ours, to introduce it and/fought it through 

and we got it passed in the 1949 Legislature, after a lot of effort. Aod it's 

a real monument to the efforts of the Jewish community. 

Q Who were the ~ertain liberal church people' that helped? 

A I don't remember the names. The Director of the Council of 
may have Churches, Everett Jensen / been one of them. 
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Q Did the Jewish Community as a whole participate in this--the Rabbis? 

A No. The Rabbis did very little. It was largely a handful of lay 

people, mostly in the ADL. The American Jewish Committee had hardly formed 

at that time. It had only come here in 1947, very 

Although the American Jewish Committee was very old nationally, 

new here, 

here in 

Seattle it was quite new. ADL had the big B'nai B'rith nucleus and you 

must remember that the Seattle lodge was either the second or third largest 

B'nai B'rith lodge in America at that time. 

It was a huge lodge. lt had a lot of 

We had 1500 members, at that time, 

broad community support. 

Anyhow, we had a very important, significant role in the passage of the 

civil rights legislation. 

Q Did you name the people associated with you in the passing of that legislation? 

A Those in the ADL worked on it. 

Merle Cohn did some work on it. 

,.did some work on it, Solly Ringold 

I don't want to forget anybody 

Q Do you have any documents or papers that were kept during that time? 

A I may have, if I can go through old files. 

Some of it has been stored away I think. I'll see if I can find it. 

Q Did the American Jewish Committee cooperate with the ADL in the 

passage, such as it was? 

A The American Jewish Committee didn't have ~figfe at that time in the early civil 
because of its late presence, 

rights movement in this State / The American Jewish Committee had a big role 

in eliminating club discrimination a little later. I do remember 

one thing that we did in the ADL. We had 
case. 

Beach Club,/ I think that came 

the Laurelhurst 

seven or eight years later. 
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But largely I think the :role of ADL was providing a lot of support for the 

Black community whi.ch really lacked leadership at that time. It had not 

developed its own 1.eadersh.ip, and we were fairly typical of Jews i.n other 

metropolitan are.as, that we provided the civil rights leadership. 

We had lawyers, we had educated people, and we were young and energetic--

It has been voiced that at times there 

was more concern for the other people than for the Jewish people as such. 

A Our primary conce.rn was to eliminate discrimination, because after all, 

thirty some years ago, we Jews suffered a hell of a lot of direct discrimination, 

of patent, open discrimination, The protective covenants in deeds, the 

restricted areas, the quotas still existed in the Universities and professional 

schools--theywere there. Our real objective. of course was to help ourselves. 

But we also recognized that we had ta help the. others too, 

Q The reason I menti.on· that , was I was president of the PTA at the time when ADL 

came to the Hebrew· School. And the program was how we should get along with 

the Blacks., at Horace Mann, which was across the stre.et, And one of the 

questions was "Have you gone across to them, and told them how to get along 

with us'/" And some of the feeling and the flack that was going on within 

the Jewish community at that time was "Why is the ADL so involved with their 

feelings.,, how about ours?" 

A Well., then yrm get into the. whole. phi.losophy of inter-group relations. My 

personal feeling, and it probably is the philosophy of the. human rights organ-

izations, -- we used to call them civic protective organizations the 

Anti--Defamation League., The American Jewish Committee, the Amer.lean Jewish_ 

Congress, etc., is that we are both minoritie.s in a majority milieu, We both 

have suffered. discrimination and in some ways continue to, .It's important 

that we support each other bec.ause we have certain interests in which we need support, 
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and we have to find support from those who have themselves recognized what 

discrimination means. There's no question that in recent years, there have 

been many, many areas in which the Blacks' and the Jews' interests simply 

don't coincide. We have the Bakkes amd we have the Affirmative Acti.on and 
where 

preferential admissions, and selective certification and all that sort of thing./ 

there has been real conflict. ·, fTu.ose of us who have been 

concerned in this area of interest in the last 30 or more years, also recognize 

that without cooperation among those who are in a minority position, we just 

become fair game for the bigots, and we can be mowed down, one by one, very 

easily. And also, there's simple justice, too. 

Q You mentioned the beginnings of the American Jewish Committee--that has never 

been an active organization, has it, with monthly meetings, and a lot of activity'/ 

A The American Jewish Committee has a membership. 

The Anti-Defamation League does not have a membership. It has a 

Regional Board which varies from 40 to 100 people. But the American Jewish 

Committee has a constituency, It's got 250 family members, or did have, locally. 

Originally the American Jewish Committee largely consisted of people from the 

Reform Community. In the last 15 or 20 years it has changed considerably. 

The leadership of the American Je.wish Committee locally and to a certain extent 

regionally and maybe nationally, has become much more representative. It's the 

largest Jewish human relations organization--has the largest budget. 

Q I've been in their office in New York, and there must be 100 secretaries working 

there. But as far as Seattle is concerned, I remember going to a lecture by 

Cecil Roth, a historian ; and evidently from time to time you have brought 

people here. But have you been in it from the beginning in Seattle? 

A I've been a member since 1947. That's when it first came. 

Q Does it have officers? 
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Charles Fine 
A Yes, it has officers. Dr. / · has been a chairman, I've been a chairman, and 

Dr. Chuck. Kaplan. 

Q It doesn't make public 

bows very often, does it, except when it brings a speaker or something like that? 

A The American Jewish Committee has generally kept a fairly low profile. It has 

been extremely effective in intergroup relations. In relations with the 

Catholic Church--locally for example, 

We have excellent relations. Well just read the Northwest Catholic Progress, 

for example. There's hardly a week passes when there isn't a very favorable 

article on Jews in it. You can even find theological articles that explain 

Judaism--very interesting--Jewish theology is very interesting to the Catholics. 

After all that newspaper is read by a quarter of a million people. And the 

Protestant press. When the Presbyterian Conference 

was going to have its meeting in Philadelphia last year, an urgent call came 

from the AJC office in New York, to see if something could be 

done with the local representatives, the Northwest representatives to the 

Presbyterian meeting. So Terry Kulka, who is a young lady from Oakland 

good Jewish background, by the way is the Executive Director there, and she 

called me and I got together with a couple of other people. I figured 

they're all going to leave for Philadelphia There was word that they 

were going to pass a resolution asking the United States to recognize the P.L.O, 

I went up and I talked, and I called a woman, Jessie Kinnear, 
days 

I've known for years. I'd known her in the old ADL--she was one of the people 

that I forgot to mention, who had been very 

active in civil rights many years before and one of the good church people, 

And I talked to her and not only I, but others, but basically I did. But this 

was an AJC function, and they were alert to this. And I was then referred to the 

Executive Director, and he assured me that Washington, Oregon and Alaska delegates 

and Montana I think, would go back'• and oppose any resolution at the Presbyterian 
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Conference, calling on the United States to recognize the P.1.0. 

And the AJC--we took a whole bunch of American Jewish Committee material on 

the P.1.0 and we gave it to them. Put in nice envelopes and each guy took 

it. They all carried it back with them to Philadelphia, they all voted against 

the resolution, and prevailed. 

Q Who was the first president of AJC? 

A The first president, I think was Max Block 

Q But you have served as president? 

A I've served as president and chairman. 
work 

Q Have your efforts on human rights made you for Soviet Jewry? 

A 

I read Eli Wiesel's book "The Jews of Silence", 

about 1967, right after the Six Day War. And that's when 

I first began to be very interested in Soviet Jewry. Strange,, a Sephardic 

interested in Soviet Jewry, 

hut I'm also a Zionist and I have a very long standing Zionist committment 

from the early days. 

Q What forms have your efforts for the Soviet Jewry taken? 

A The real work started in about in '68 or '69. 

It was about the time we started to get active here, we had rallies. 

Q What role did you play? 

A I was chairman of Community Relations, to start 

with. My real involvement was that I was the first chairman of Community 

Relations in the Jewish Federation in 1966. And having read Eli Wiesel's 

book and becoming aware, and of course we were beginning to get a lot of 

feedback on the Jews of the Soviet Union emerging from their oblivion 

after the Six Day War. So we formed committees, and as a matter of fact, 
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Rabbi Martin Feinsod, then acting Rabbi of Yavneh, was my 

first chairman of Soviet Jewry He was a fine young man; 

I was sorry to see him leave the community. 

And Rabbi Gilbert Kollin, then Rabbi of NerTamid, 

the Israel Committee, 

was the Chairman of 

Interesting that in the late 

sixties we had rabbis heading two of the important committees in the Federation. 

Q And very traditional people, too. 

A. Yes. I went to Israel with Rabbi Kallin in 1970. 

Q Was that the time that these Jews were said to have tried to hijack a plane 

in Russia? 

A That was a hijacking -- I think it was a hijacking incident, but there was some-

thing else, I can't remember, it's in the records somewhere. 

Q Do you have the records? 

A On Soviet Jewry I'm sure I've got a lot of stuff. 

Q Are you active right down to the present? 

A Yes. I was interviewed by the P.I. today, as a matter of fact, on Sharansky 

I gave them somewhat of a scholarly approach. Mostly 

I concentrated on what I thought the United States should do• 

Q You did bring out that you were on the Community Relations Committee? 

A Right, I was Chairman from 1966 until 1970, four years. 

Q What were your relations with Sam Tarshis? 

A Sam and I worked in B'nai B1 rith together and we worked in ADL, we worked in 

the Federation, in various capacities--many things. 

Q Was he involved in this legislation,? 

A Sam came a little after. Sam became active in B 'nai B' rith in about 1949 or '50. 
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Sam was president of B'nai B'rith about three years, maybe four, after I 

was. I was president of the Seattle Lodge in 1950. 

Q Would you care to talk at all about your work in Army Intelligence, or is that 

top secret? 

A No, not top secret. It wasn't too interesting. 

Q Where were you stationed? 

A I worked in 1942 and part of '43 on the Mexican border, and I learned to speak 

Spanish, not just Ladino. I worked in and out of Mexico, with 

the knowledge and consent of the then Mexican government, which was very 

concerned about German and Japanese espionage, which was very considerable at 

that time. I then went to the South Pacific, went to Australia at the end 

of '43 , and served with infantry divisions as a counter-intelligence officer, 

an agent in combat areas; worked in the Philippines, worked with G uerrilas. 

As a matter of fact I think I was one of the first people ever to encounter 

the Hukbalajaps, the Filipino Marxist Guerrillas. 

END OF SIDE A 
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Q We were talking about Hillel. 

A Eugene Lippmann, , who is a very prominant Rabbi in Washington, D.C. today 

was the Director here, 20 some years ago. 

Q Did you say you drew up the first charter for Hillel? 

A I was an officer in B'nai B'rith in 1947 and 

drew the articles of incorporation for B'nai B'rith Hillel Foundation., U of W. 

It was a local, non-profit corporation which built the first 

bui.lding for Hillel on 15th Avenue N. E. The real moving force in my opinion 

in the first Hillel building, was Jacob Lighter, 7hecertified public accountant. 

He really 

any other person. 

had more to do with the deve.lopment of Hillel here than 

But you know, he died just three or four years afterwards. 

He headed the. committee. He was in charge of fund raising; he devoted I think, 

the better part of a year to working on the plans, doing practically everything, 

and sacrificed a great deal I thought. 

Q Now shall we swing right back to your father's work in the community, preceding 

his work for Talmud Torah. 

A I don't know what he did much before the twenties, 

outside of the Sephardic community. Getting into the twenties, perhaps when 

May Goldsmith was the head of the old Jewish Welfare Society which later became 

the ... well, originally was the Ladies' Hebrew Benevolent Society, and then 

became the Jewish Family Child Service. My father was the liaison person 

to the Sephardic communi.ty and in those days there were a number of members 

of the Sephardic community who were recipients of benefits. Not a lot, but some., 

I guess he was sort of the evaluator of 

the eligibility for benefits of assistance. He spent a great deal of time, and 

he used to be at the Jewish Welfare Society, and he'@ also give a lot of 

merchandise, and goods.,and send his trucks to deliver things. 
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He was just constantly working in the Jewish Welfare Society. 

out of there practically every day, doing something. 

Q Was he retired, by the way? 
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He was in and 

A Oh no, he was very active at that time, He was getting up at 5 o'clock in 

the morning and getting home at 7 o'clock at night, or 8 o'clock at night. 

Q And doing this afterwards? 

A Yes, and doing that. Whatever he could he would do during the day if he had 

time. Men of his generation--they weren't out playing golf, you know. 

This was their life, their recreation, really. 

Q Did they spend much time with their children? 

A They probably did not spend as much time with their children as they did with 

their communities. Not that they neglected their children, by any means, With 

family, say on holidays, and Sundays Sunday outings, picnics, things like 

that, they spent time with their children. 

Q Did his work as an assessor involve telling these people in JWB that certain 

people were drawing benefits that didn't deserve to draw them? 

A I would say in some instances. 

Q And what else did he do besides that? 

A Well he was,of course,the head of the Sephardic Talmud Torah at that time too. 

And also very active in the Seattle Progressive Fraternity and in the synagogue. 

Committees, and he was a past president, one of the elders of the synagogue, 

Q Being active in Sephardic Talmud Torah meant he had to raise that payroll every 

month. 
always A Raise the payroll, right. He had to get money, he / . gave a lot of money; 

he was a very generous man. 

Q He gave, and he had to go out and ask others for it too. 

A My father was a great, pardon the expression, shnorer. 

Q For just the Sephardic community or did he go to Ashkenazim also? 
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A Oh, he'd go everywhere. 

could raise it. 

He'd go to non-Jews too, and raise money wherever he 

Q And all this time he was working for the regular Talmud Torah also? 

A And also for the Talmud Torah at that time. 

Q Well, did you attend the regular Talmud Torah? 

A No, I didn't 

A The regular Talmud Torah didn't start--I don't think it started until 

1931 did it? 

Q Oh, yes. It started a long time before that. It went into its new building in 

1931, on Columbia. 
had 

A Well, l /finished--I was Bar Mitzvah in 1929 

Q Did any of your brothers or sisters go to the regular Talmud Torah? 

A No. 

Q But he still worked--

A Yeah, he worked in the regular Talmud Torah. He was a community-minded man. 

Q When the regular Talmud Torah was in existence, was the Sephardic Talmud Torah 

also? 

A. Right. 

Q . When did that stop? 

A 

Q 

A 

It stopped in about 1932, 
P.rofessor 

'31 or '32 . ./ Albert Levy was teaching there at that time. 

That's about the time 

that the Talmud Torah went city-wide, and was no longer just sponsored by 

the Bikur Cholim Ashkenazim. 

I would 

guess it would be about 1933, when the Sephardic Talmud Torah terminated, 

but it may have been later. 
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Q And your father actively worked for the Seattle Hebrew School? 

A At that time of course it was the Seattle Talmud Torah. As a matter of fact 

my father had more foresight than I did. At the very inception--I was on the 
(in the '40s) 

Board of the Seattle Talmud Torah--I was a Board member, and I used to go to 

all the meetings, I was quite active. And I remember we had a big debate 

about the Day School. Ben Ma.slan, Aaron Maslan and I were in opposition. 

And my father was in favor of it, and he was perhaps more far-sighted than I. 

I had reservations, and part of them were financial, the question of whether 

it was feasible for our community to support a Jewish Day School. And those 

were a good part of my reservations. Some people felt it was parochial, and 

so forth. 

Q Was it, possibly? The fact that you were so liberal in your ideas, that perhaps 

the Day School movement was ... 

A That was part of it, and I was getting active in the Jewish Federation at that 

time too, and was very active in the'48 campaign, and saw how hard it was to 

raise money. And it was fiscal too. Frankly, it 

was a fear at that time, as I look back thirty years, that a permanent 

educational system was costly and might have been beyond the capacity of the 

community to support it. 

Q That predominated over your fear of ghettoization? 

A Yes. I wasn't too concerned about ghettoization. 

I don't think it was a major factor. 

Q When did you change your position on the Day School? 

A When I saw results 

It was a small factor, but 

Q But the love that your father had for the Talmud Torah;· I remember this 

man every single day--I thought he didn't have anything else to do. 
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A That's what my mother used to say. 

Q Wh.at was your mother's attitude toward all 

this. Was she still the Old World type of woman, or did she go along 

with him--did she attend all the functions with him? Was she like his 

side-kick? 

A Not too much so. She tended to let him do what he wanted to do in the 

community. She didn't cor,cern herself too much with involvement 

outside of the Sephardic community. 

Q Did you speak Ladino at home? 

A I spoke Ladino with my mother. 

I never spoke anything but English with my father. 

Q And what was the language they used together? 

A They spoke Ladino with each other. 

Q What were some of the things that she did in the Sephardic community? 

A She was pre,___,sident of the Womens' Auxiliary. My grandmother was the first 

Q 

president of the Ladies' Auxiliary of the synagogue and my mother was one of 
a 

the early presidents. She was/very active woman. I would say she was quite 

typical of the Sephardic women of her day, although extremely bright and as I 

said earlier, very learned in many ways, in Jewish history and Jewish culture. 

You didn't marry until much, much later. 

'Pl.d you get a lot of flack? 

What were your mother's feelings about that? 

A Well, in the early days I used to get a lot of flack, but later on, they didn't 

mind too much, having me around. 

Q All your brothers and sisters were married? 

A Right. 
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Q Now you were going to talk a little bit about Sam Holcenberg? 

A I met Sam after the Second World War 

at B'nai B'rith. Sam had been president of Unity 

Lodge in San Francisco, of B'nai B'rith, and I became quite friendly with Sam. 

He's a good man, a very kind man. Sam had two jobs. When I first got out 

of the Service, Sam was Executive Director of ADL, and also of the then the 

Federated Jewish Fund. He had two roles, and then early in 1946, sometime in 

'46, ADL brought in a fulltime Director, Stanley Jacobs, and then through 

Sol Esfeld and Al Shyman I got involved in the Federated Jewish Fund, 

about that time, '46, '47, and became very close with Sam and worked with Sam 

very closely. 

Q You headed the Drive one year? 

A 

Q 

I headed the Drive two years. 

I was president in '62. 

I think '60, and '61--I was Chairman, and then 

Sam Holcenberg was a paid worker? 

A Sam was Executive Director. 

Q 

A 

Q 

Now what about Sam Tarshis was he also a paid worker? 

Oh no, Sam Tarshis was a volunteer. He was really an exceptionally hard-

working man, a very effective guy. Sometimes he would antagonize people. 

Sam was a man who was very valuable in the community, and we really miss him. 

What about the Mayor's Human Rights Commission? You're on that? 

A Right. 

Q Were you just appointed to that? 

A Well, I was appointed by Mayor Ullman, and I have served two terms and I am 

now serving my third term, and as a matter of fact, I was informed just the 

other day by Mayor Royer's office that I am to be re-nominated for a third term. 

I thought the Mayor's office had already designated me, but I guess I hadn't been. 

Q What is the type of work you do there? 
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A Well the Human Rights Commission is largely responsible for acting as a volunteer 

citizens' commission, as informing and keeping the Mayor and the City Council 

informed and alerted to civil and human rights problems 

in the city to develop and maintain racial and religious harmony; to develop 

inter-group work among various elements of the community; to eliminate discrimination; 

to promote equal opportunity; to carry out the Mayor's programs for job placement; 

to work with the Seattle School District and the schools on human rights problems 

which are quite frequent; to go out to the communities and establish 

liaison and relations with the broad community ; and to act as advisors to 

whoever once consulted us on human relations problems. 

Q Their appointment is a very good choice because of your long experience with 

the Jewish community. 

Q As an attorney would you find that there is a need in Seattle for COPA? 

And could something like that be developed? 

A I don't know whether there is that kind of a need in Seattle, because we 

f refusing to 
haven't had any complaints about that. (People being fired or At the 

Human Rights Commission we act on complaints, up to a point. 

There's the Human Rights Department 

which is a department of the city, which is a paid staff, and then there is the 
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Commission, The Commission works with the Department and uses the Department 

as kind of its professional staff. We. also have certain veto powers, 

and also recommend the appointment of the Executive Director of the Human 

Rights Department, to the Mayor and the City Council. 

The only way we can ascertain if there is a problem, is if it arises and 

it's called to our attention, It might be published in a newspaper, or somebody 

comes in and files a complaint with the Commission or the Department, and says 

"I have been discriminated against". Certainly if we had a number of Sabbath 

cases like occurred in New York, and I think in Philadelphia and Boston and other 
ourselves, 

places, we might have concerned / but we just haven't had it. 

Q Were you involved with Israel bonds at all? 

A Yes. 

I've never chaired the Israel Bond Campaign. I have simply served on the 

committee. 

Q Was there a strong Zionist tide among the Sephardic, from the time they came here? 

A It wasn't a political Zionist tide. It was largely an emotional type. Sephardics 
(Jerusalem) 

from that part of the world were all Zionists in the sense that Yerushalayim 

was kind of a part of their blood· For one thing of course, 

the going to Yerushalayim, in old age, was not only common but almost constant, 

almost endemic. :Ibere weren't too many political 

Zionists among the Sephardim of the Ottoman Empire, but they were uniformly 

emotional and historical Zionists. Zionism was as natural to them as being Jews. 

But you wouldn't define it as political Zionism, By that I mean the attachment 

to Yerushalayim and the Holy Land was a real attachment and a recognition of the 

identity of Jews to Jerusalem. I won't say Israel because there was no Israel then. 

It was a real one and a very deep one. 

I don't think there was an assimilationist's view among 

Sephardic Jews. 
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Q What. about outside of the Jewish organizations'/ 

A Yes, I I ve been act.i ve. illlll the G•Jalition against Discrimination. 

Q Let's not forget Toby You did get married! When did you get married? 

A On March 23, 1973 

Q To whom? 

A Thelma L. (nee) Kabinowitz 

Q And where did you meet her? 

A I met her at a Hadassah meeting in Seattle. 

Q Did you come as a speaker? 

A No, somebody had invited me, they were raising money that night 

I think. And I promised that I would go and write a check, as I recall. 

Q Were your parents gone by then? 

A My parents had both died. 

A It's been a good marriage. 

Q And Toby has also gotten very involved and beautifully accepted, 
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Q Is she a Sephardic girl? 

A Rabinowitz - Romanian. Her mother was born in Portland; her grandmother 

was born in Romania. Her father was born in Romania. Her mother is from 

Romanian jewish parents on both sides, and her father is from Romanian Jewish 

parents. 
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