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Country and Inhabitants, Europeasns and
Indians,

LOUI SIAN 4,

On the Noith Continent of 4swer ca.

By an Officer at New Orleans to his Friend at Paris.

CONTAINING

The Garrifons, Forts and Forces, Price of

all Manner of Provifions and Liquors, €c. alio
an Account ot cheir drunken lewd Lives, which
Tead them o Excetles of Debauchery and Vil-
lilll)'.

To which areadded,
errexs {rom the Governor of that Proviace Orn
the Trade ot the Frendl and }’:ng;’g}') with the Nartives: Allo
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Comtuander of e DN ooy Dy cho f’f.rrmm;d,r:, and 1,
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( Prce One Sinlling.
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ACCOUNT

LOUISITANA.

ONSIEUR dela Salle,a Norman,
was the firft who difcovered

Lousjiana, above 50 Years ago. He

got thither through Canada 5 that 1s,

he went down the River Mi/i/ippe
as lar as the Gulph of Mexico, where
it falls into the Ocean. Before him,
the Lwglyh had attempted to go up
the Ruver 5 but when they came to a
certatn Winding, which forms a Cir-
cle, only 7 Leagues below Nean Or-
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Jeans, they conjectured, upon finding
themielves much about the Place
from whence they departed the Even-
ing before, that they were got to
the End, and could go no further ;
whereupon they returned back. From
hence this Place 1s called the Detour
des Anglots.

BoTH the beginning and ending of
that Winding, are, I think, to the
Ealt ; fo that, in the Space of two
or three Hours, one has the Sun both
before and behind ; and this it was
that decetved the poor Engli/h. Mon-
fieur de lo Salle, who came down the
Mififippe as far as the Gulph, went
back the fame Way up to Canads
from whence he returned to Frawce,
and made Application to the King
for a Ship, 1n order tocompleat the
Difcovery of this Country, which was
accordingly granted to him. By this

Mcans
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Means the Loxtfiana belongs to the
French.

Tue Country was found inhabited
all along the Mi/jifspps by {mall favage
Nations, who had no Manner of
Knowledge of the French: They
might, however, have feen, or heard
talk of white Men, becaufe the Eng-
lifh, and after them the Fremch, had
difcovered, and taken Pofleflion of
the Ifland of Mobile, which 1s called
Fort Condé. Ten Leagues from
thence, upon the Sea Shore, ftands
Fort Dauphin, whichis called Mafa-
cre, becaufe the Savages deftroyed and
maflacred at that Place an infinite
Number of the Eugli/b. One hun-
dred Leagues from Mobile, going up
a River of the fame Name, 1s a Port
called Tombekbé, where there 1s
?commanding Officer and a Garri-

on.
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ABOVE 100 Leagues from Mobile,
purfuing the Couric of the River of
the Altbamons, {tands Fort Touloufe,
where there 1s likewife a command-

ing Oihcer and a Garrifon.

TuEsE Countries are inhabited by
the Chicacas,a {avage Nation, againft
whom we have hitherto ttood upon
our Guard j but we are now treating
about Peace with them ; they are
qutting the Side of the Ewgli/h, and
Mo Vaudreuzl 1s juft gone to Mobile
to treat with their Chiefs, and to re-
ceive their Prefents, and give them
others; for thefe Gentry make Pre-
{ents Pilla, that 1s, Gratis, provided
Piefents are alfo made to them.There
we have alfo the Chaktas, or Flat-
heads, about 5ooo Men fit to bear
Arms, who arc our great Friends,
and declated Enemies of the Chica-
¢as, whofe Friends they will be-

come,
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come, If Peace 1s concluded. They
are called Chaktas, becanfe their
Heads are really flat ; occafioned by
this, that as {foon as they are born,
and during their Infancy, their Heads
arc bound very tight with Bindages,
infomuch that they can look up per=.
pendicularly, without lifting up rheir
Heads. 1 {fhall ﬂighrly pals o.er
thefe Cantons, beccaufe | bave not
becn among them ; I only know, rnat
the Way to them 1s throuch the
Lake of Ponchartrain, which hies a
League from New Orleans to the
- Northward. It 1s eafy to conclude,
that the Wations which the Frewc)
found along the Mifipps, did not
carry onany Commerce: Ihey dwelt,
as they do f{till, 1n wooden Cabbius
very 1ll built,and diftant enough irom
cach other, and do not appcar like
C{tles or Towns ; they call thcm
Villages,

THE
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THE Cuftom 1s to travel on the
River, it not being poflible to make

long Journeys by Land, becaufe of
the bad Roads, Morafles that muft

be traverfed, thick Forefts, and the
Difhiculty of finding Viétuals, tho’
wild Oxen, Kidsand wild Foul might
be found ; but then, as there could
be no other Way of going than on
Foot, a Man could not carry a {uffi-
cient Quantity of Powder and Shot.
It would be more ealy for the Sava-
ges, who walk very well 1n the
Woods, and efteem it but a {mall
Matter to live {everal Days without
eating ; but they neverthelefs per-
form their Journeys by Water, ex-
cepting the Clicacas, who arc much
afraid of it.

W E have an open Trade with the
Spartards and Americans y by Amc-
rrcans, I mean the Merchants who
cone
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come from St. Domzngo and Marts-
nico by Sea. There is no going into
America by the River Mifiippt, the
Source of which 1s not dilcovered ;
and it is navigated upon no farther
than from the Sea as high as the Red
River, 200 Leagues from New Orle-
ans, where one Leaves it to go to
the Nanchez ; and trom thence, by
other Rivers, as far as the Ilinots ;
from whence one goes on to Canada,
partly by Land and partly by Water:
In order to do fo, Canoes are made
of the Bark of Trees, which are bound
with Twigs, and which two Men
carry where there 1s a Foot-way ;
and: you get mto them to crofs any
Morafles, Lakes or Bays which inter-
vene. 1 have never been this Jour-

ney, and therefore {peak of it only
from Hear-{ay.

HERETOFORE we traded with the
Spaurards, to whom we carried proper

Mer-
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Merchandizes, for which they paid
in good Piafties ; but Monfieur Vau-
dreus) has forbid carrying any more to
them ; 1f they want us, they muft
come to us. It 1s to be prefumed,
that he has {uthicient Reafons for hin-
dering thefe Voyages.

WE trade at prefent with the 4-
mertcans, to whom, for their Stufls
and Rum, we give Piaftres, or other
Goods, chiefly Peafe aud Beans, which
are very rare, efpecially at Martinsco
we alfo fupply them with Timber
for building Ships. To the Mer-
chants who bring Stuffs, Cloth, Wine,
Brandy, Liquors, Arms and Meal
from France, we give, 1n Exchange,
Tobacco, Rice, Mahis, Cotton, In-
digo, Skins, Pine-wood, Cyprus, Ce-
dar, Leg-wood, Pitch, Tar, or P1af«
tres ; Paper Bills having no Currency
but 1n the Colony : We do alfo give
them Eills of Exchange : Laftly, we

iu})ply
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fupply the Savages with Fulfils, Pow-
der, Shot, Knives, Needles, Razors,
Vermillion, Woollen, Ribbons, Blan-
kets, Shirts, blew and red Cloth,
and Brandy well mixed with Water ;
for which we get Skins of wild Oxen,
Kids, Otters, Beavers, Venifon, or
wild Fowl, and whatever ellfe they
can get that pleafes. Thefe, allo,
who come often to Neww Orleans take
Paper Notes 1n Payment.

TuE French live {ociably enough,
but the Officers are too free with the
Town’s People ; and the Town’s
People that are rich are too proud
and lofty ; their Inferiors hardly dare
fpeak to them, and here, as every
where elfe (to make Ufe of a com-
mcn Proverb) an upftart Fellow thinks
that others are not worthy to look
at him.  Kvery one {tudies his own
Profit ; the Poor labour for a Week,
and {quander in one Day all they

C have



