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Qctober 5, 1955

Dear Mrs, Hightingale:

Thank you for your letter in bohalf of the Christian Fidunda
for Neclal Equality. We rvegerd tho verdiet in the TLll ouss a3 shocking,
However, we wvere not able to be nctive in the case at &ll, It wea one
complately in the hands of Mississlppl authorities and liad to e pProde—

-+outed by the county prosecutor, not by any private orpunization., Onoo
aocused persons are acqultted, you cannot appeal to a olplier court to
reverse the acquittal, If the men had been convicted their lawyers could
have appesled for a nev trial, Bince it is not possible to place pur-

sons in jeopardy twlce for the game arime, no appeal is possills on &c-
quittal, .

As dor the Midnapping case, we wro in the suue positiom., It
oust be prepurcd and handled by the authoritles of the county in which 1t
occurred, The only way privete orgunications cun pet into such a csse is
to be invited by the prosecutor to Lave a speclal prosscuter work with idm,
In the absence of such an invitation (wholly lupossible in this caue in
view of the Missipslppl atmosphere) there is notling a privuate ocrpenlze-
tlon can do on the case i1taelf,

We are inviting financiul support for the NAACP to enalle usg
to carry on tie long-range strug;le agalnst injustice in Missiesippl and
other parts of the South, pavticulurly the donlal of the right to vote.
If your group should pee fit to send a contribution on this besip 1t will
be gratefully regeived,

Very sincerely your,

ROY WILKINS
Exocutive Becretury

Mre, Willlew Nightingsle
1127 - 18th Horth
Beattle 2, Wushington
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Getober 13, 1956

Attormoy donoral :wrburt Brovnell
Departuent of Justioce
YWiaahington, DT. C.

Deur 3irg

The Hxecullve Boxrdaof Licals 81, 64, 30, 35, 583, 150 und 166,
representing GBOU members I the Juint Sourd Fur Drossevra' & Dyers!
Unicna, afflliucted with the Acal_emitsd Yeah Catte- o & Butcher
Wockmen of North Americu, A7 .0L., have ununiroualy adnpted a
res-lutincn calling upon ths Twopertrent of Justice to antervene

in the shocking wurder of ¥Emmett T11l)l, a fourteen year old HNeyro
boy in Sumner, Miss., to insure the punlshment J the nurderars.,

In cominon with all devent-wlnded Auvwrlicuns, we mive beon shwcksd
arnd rutraged by the flugrant wmlecwrrinpge of Juitlce varps trated 1in
tte Cecurts of Suuwrner, Vlaga, lust minth shen the murdarars of young
Till were foumd not gullty, This brutal murder s pars of a
pattern of parsecutlon and terror that has ltsesen unleashnd in the
Ttute of Miss. against the Negro pecple in the wake of the historio
Supreme Court decaislon for desegregution and eduscatliun It 18 clear
to everyons that the campalign of terror symbolized by this latest
cutrage Will eontinue unchooked unleae the Fuiargl Governmsnt
ecgarts 1ts proper Jurdisdictlon wxxl defonds the civil rights amd
tls very lives of Nagro citizensof Miass,

vie Joln wr volces with every sectliuvn d the lubor muvement in de-
manding that your office act, ond vet wouptly, to sscure thm Jjust
punlaiimant of thea lynchers of Tomstt 711l and a halt to the acts of
persacutlion and Intimidation In the Dtote of Mlga,

Very truly yours,

Ge ur e Yerlo
Recording Secietury
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