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Emmett Till. Murdered at fourteen in a small Mississippi
town, because white men believed he had whistled at a white
woman. � corbis

See also Fall Line; Indigo Culture; Insurrections, Domestic;
Paxton Boys; Regulators; Rice Culture and Trade; To-
bacco Industry; Sectionalism.

TILL, EMMETT, LYNCHING OF. Emmett Louis
Till was murdered in the Mississippi Delta on 28 August
1955, making the fourteen-year-old Chicagoan the best-
known young victim of racial violence in the nation’s
history.

Visiting relatives shortly before he would have started
the eighth grade, Till entered a store in Money, in Leflore
County, and as a prank behaved suggestively toward Car-
olyn Bryant, the twenty-one-year-old wife of the absent
owner, Roy Bryant. This breach of racial etiquette soon
provoked Bryant and his half brother, J. W. Milam, to
abduct Till from his relatives’ home, pistol-whip and then
murder him, and finally to dump the corpse into the Tal-
lahatchie River. Bryant and Milam were prosecuted in the
early autumn. Despite forthright testimony by the vic-
tim’s mother, Mamie Till, a jury of twelve white men
quickly acquitted the defendants. The verdict was widely
condemned even in the southern white press, and more
sharply in the black press and the foreign press. The bru-
tality inflicted upon a guileless teenager exposed the pre-
carious condition that blacks faced—especially in the ru-
ral South—as did no other episode. Such violence in
defense of racial supremacy and white womanhood helped
to inspire the civil rights movement in the early 1960s.
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TILLMANISM. Tillmanism, which was strongest
during the years 1890 through 1918, was an agrarian
movement in South Carolina led by “Pitchfork Ben” Till-
man (1847–1918) and characterized by violent white su-
premacy, the lionization of farmers, and hostility toward
northern business interests and the aristocratic southern
leadership. The traditional interpretation claims that the
movement embraced a legitimate populism that helped
the rural poor (Tillman helped found Clemson Univer-
sity, for example), even if it was marred by racism. Recent
scholarship, however, argues that Tillman’s agrarian rheto-
ric was a crass tactic to gain control of Democratic Party
machinery. In the current view farmers received little ma-
terial benefit from Tillman’s policies and suffered from
the backward social system that white supremacy created.
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TIMBER CULTURE ACT. An 1870s weather hy-
pothesis suggested that growing timber increased humid-
ity and perhaps rainfall. Plains country residents urged
the Federal Government to encourage tree planting in
that area, believing trees would improve the climate. Also,
1870 government land regulations dictated that home
seekers in Kansas, Nebraska, and Dakota could acquire
only 320 acres of land. To encourage tree planting and
increase the acreage open to entry, Congress passed the
Timber Culture Act in 1873, declaring that 160 acres of
additional land could be entered by settlers who would
devote forty acres to trees. Some 10 million acres were
donated under this act, but fraud prevented substantive
tree growth. The act was repealed in 1891.
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TIME. The first issue of Time magazine appeared on 3
March 1923. The magazine was founded by the twenty-


