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Tir, Emmert Lours

fied all the virtues and all the faules of this new move-
ment.” Thurman's life itself became 4 symbol of the
possibilities and limitations of the Harlem Renais-
sance.
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Mar G, HENDERSON

Till, Emmett Louis {July 25, 1941-Augusr 28,
1955). Emmett Till was born and rased in Chicago,
. When he was fourteen, his parents sent him o
LeFlore Councy, Miss., to visic his uncle for the sum-
mer, Thar summer Till bragged to his friends aboue
northern social freedoms and showed them pictures
of 2 white mirl he claimed was his girdfriend. His
friends, schooled in the southern rules of caste based
on black deference and white supremacy, were in-
credulous. One evening, they dared Till to enter a
stare and ask the white woman mside, Carolyn Bry-
ant, for a date. Till entered the store, squeezed Bry-
ant’s hand, grabbed her around the waise, and prop-
osittioned her. When she fled and returned with a
gun, he wolf-whistled at her before being hurricd
away by his friends.

Till's act of youthful brashness crossed southern
social barriers thao senctly governed contact between
black men and white women. In Mississippi, where
the KU KLUX KLAN was newly revived and African
Americans were impovershed and  disfranchised,
these barriers were strictly enforced by the threat of
social violence, On August 28, 1935, Carolyn Bry-
ant's hushand, Roy, and his half brother, J. W, Mi-
lam, abducted Till from his uncle’s home, brutally
beat him, shot him in the head, and then dumped lus
naked body m the Tallahatchie nver, Till's mangled
and decomposed body was found three days lacer,
and his uncle named both men as the assatlants, Bry-
ant and Milam were tried for murder. Despite the
fact thae the two men had admiceed abducong T1ll,
they were acquitted on Seprember 23 by an all-white
jury because the body was too mangled to be defin-
mively identified.

The verdice unleashed a storm of protest. Till's
muother had insisted on an open-casket funeral, and
pictures of Till's disfigured body featured in JET
MAGAZINE had focused national attention on the trial,
Till's age, the innocence of his act, and his killers'

immunity from retribution represented 2 stark and
definitive expression of southern racism to many Af-
rican Amencans, Demonstrations were organized by
the NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR THE ADVANCE-
MENT OF cOLORED PEOPLE (NAACE), and the
BROTHERHOOD OF SLEEPING CAR PORTERS and black
leaders like W. E. B. pu so1s demanded analynching
lemislation and federal acoon on civil rights.
Emmete Till's Iynching was a milestone in the
emergent CIVIL RIGHTS MOVEMENT. Outrage over
his death was key to mobilizing black resistance in
the deep South. In addition, black protest over the
lack of federal intervention in the Till case was inte-
gral to the inclusion of legal mechanisms for federal
investgaton of cvil rghts violations in the Civil
Rights Act of 1957 {see CIVIL RIGHTS AND THE LAW),
In 1959, Roy and Carelyn Bryant and Milam told
their stomies to journabist Willlam Bradford Hue
Omly Milam spoke for the record, bur what he re
vealed was tantamount to a confession. Huie's inter=
views were subsequently published in 1939 as a book
enutled Walf Whistle.
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Tindley, Charles Albert {c. July 7, 18511933}
gospel musician, Charles Alberr Tindley was bem
July 7, probably in 1851, in Berthn, on Mary ;
Eastern Shote, the son of Charles and Hester
Tindley. His facher hired him out as a child. Tis

Saint M.E. Church where by 1924 his mus
dynantic preaching resulted m a church of ten d

Temple, Tindley was first married o Daisy
(. 1924) and then in 1927 to Jenny Cotton.

As 2 hymn wnter Tindley pioneered the s
tradition thar became rthe basis for the musk
the ewentieth-century African-American chur
compositions inspired the gospel songs of
A. DORSEY, Lucy Campbell, Robert MARTING
the Rev. Herberr Brewster. Among Tindley
popular titles are “Stand By Me,” “The §

published New Songs of Paradise, a colle
hymns for worship. In 1921 several of his song
to the attention of a wider audience when the



