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The aceused: Roy Bryant and LW, Milam

=it the important litle virtues e
Beighbordiness. For  instance, they not
B e put up a big sign: sUMNER—A
G000 PLACE TO TAISE A ROY,

L The town riever became part of the
New South—never wanted to. Its roots
temained deep in the delta, The peoplo
fked it that way. The sun was hot, The
inel was: fertile. Cotton fields stretched
ar a8 a man could see. People seldom
d themselves into a lather over
yihing, Certninly, in Sumner few peo-
iF any, ever got excited ahout segre-
. Segregation wasn't an issue: it
g8 way of life, In Tallahatchie
ounty, of which Sumner is one of two
county seats, there are 19,000 MNegroes,
thiece are 11,000 whites, No Negro is
: ared to vote,

diden Fame: To the dismay of jts
people, Sumner last week became
e moct talked about town in the coun-
fey. This come about because of what
ad happened to a 14-vear-old Negro
iy numed Emmett Till. The Loy came
itom Chicago in August to visit his uncle,
i Wright, a 64-vear-old sharecropper
Tives near the tiny village of Monay,

o
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bl 0 the surface of the Tallabatchie River.
".:I_"“ lished to & cotton-gin fan. The

s

fim had been terribly beaten and then
through the head.
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Tallahatchie would weaken their calse,

Tallahatehie  authorities promptly ai-
rested two men and charged them with
murder—Roy Bryant, 24, who runs a
grocery store in Money, asnd his half-
brother JW. Milam, 36, of Glendora,
Milam had a distinguished second-world-
war record. As an infantry sergeant at
the Battle of the Bulge, he took com-
mand of his platoon when its leader was
killed. He won decorations and a Reld
promotion te lieutenant. Bryant served
bwo-nnd-a-half years as 2 paratrooper
during the Korean war, but never got
overseas. It was Bryant's wife Carolyn,
an attractive, durk-haired mother of two,
whom Emmett was acoused of insulting,

Trial; Bryant and Milam and Sumner
went on trial last week in Summer’s gray
brick courthouse. The town never hiad
seen such excitement. Reporters and
photographers: took over the town's anly
hotel, the Deltn Inn. The defendmnts
hired all the setive lawyers in the com-
munity—five. To assist Cireuit District At-
torney Gerald Chatham, Gov. Hugh
White appointed a special prosecutor,
Robert B. Smith 314, regarded as one of
the state’s top trial lawyers,

At first, reporters were startled by the
casual atinosphere of the courtroom.
Judge  Curlis M, Swango permitted

smoking, Children plaved at their par-
ents’ feet, But as the trial went on, most
reporlers came to admire the way in
which Judge Swango conducted himself,
Some of what the newsmen heard was
contradictory. For example, what Fined
of boy was Emmett Till? Some siid he
was fresh, impertinent. Others—and fhie
viewpoint emphatically was  backed up
by these who knew Emmett in Chicago
—insisted that he was polite and mild-
marmered. He was a Little League ball
player. He was religious, with a near-
perfect attendance at Sunday School.
Bul, whatever he was, Fmmett Till

The aecuser:

Intesnatlonal
Uncle Mose pointed a finger

was 1 Chicago Negro boy in Mississippi.

The prosecution’s main wikniess - was
Emmett's uncle, Muse Wright, White-
haired, frail, now and then nervously
hitehing at his galluses, Wright dramati
cally arose before a packed, steaming-he .
courtroom  (the 280  white and Negro
spectators were segregated ) and pointed
8 bony finger first at Milam and then at
Bryant. "That's the man” he said each
time he pointed. Brvant and Milam had
admitted to police officials that they had
taken Emmett from his unéle’s home, but
claimed they had relensed him when
Mrs. Bryant said he was not the boy wha
had allegedly insulted her,

William Reed, a Negro viuth, festi-
fied he saw four white men and two
Negro men take Emmett o o bam a few
hours after the kidnapping and that he
later heard “licks and hollering.” He said
he saw Milam leave the bam, wearing a
pistol, gt a drink of water from a well,
and relurn.

Mis. Mary Bradley, a Negro woman
who lives near the barn, says she saw a
truck parked near the bam and four
white men, but did not recognize them.
Willinm  Reed's ernndfather, Add, also
testified he saw the tmck,

Defense Claims: The defense con-
centrated on a claim that the body found
in the rver was not Emmetts. The hoy
had been missing three davs.  Sheriff
H.C. Strider said the body appeared to
have been in the water "at lesst ten
days, if not fifteen”

The boy's mother, Ms. Mamis
Bradley, a 83,600 civil-servics employe,
weepingly told the jurv that she was
certain_the body was that of her son.
She said a ring found on the body had
belonged to her former husband and
that Emmett was wearing it when he
left Chicago,

Bryant and Milam did not testify.

After five days the case went to the
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