Journal entry for October 8" 1916:

I suppose it is fitting that I should begin keeping a journal as 1 fear 1 will never be able to
write another letter to my beloved father. But how ashamed I am I shall never be able to express
in words! Captured by the Hun, at their mercy, it's the most disgraceful thing in the world ...

Just last Tuesday we were sent flying but it was an awful day and the clouds loomed
large in the sky. We started off on a routine mission to intercept a Zeppelin, but due to the most
accursed cloud cover 1 did not see how close to the ground I was and flew right above the
German trenches. The shells came up by the hundreds and a piece ol shrapnel must have pierced
the engine because | started a nose dive almost immediately. How 1 survived 1 can not say, but
here 1 am large as life, for the moment at least...

At present | am waiting to be shifted to a concentration camp, but to where 1 do not
know. The only thing I can say is that the Hun as proven to be quite an honorable race, they have
shown me such respect you would not know we are at war.' 1 remain highly suspicious though. ..

Journal entry for October 14", 1916:

I have arrived at a staging-center through which most captured officers pass before being
sent on to other camps (so | am told).” | have seen more French, Belgian, Russian, and British
soldiers in one day than in my entire life up until now. Damn the Hun! They bark orders and
brandish their weapons like mad men. And who ever told them [ understand a word they are
saying? Hardly any of us do, and we often stare back blankly until either somebody translates or
we are made to do something by a universally understood physical gesture”. ..

Like the others I am most eager to hear of any news concerning the war, though it is most
doubtful that the slow pace will pick up anytime soon. Each nationality here has its own separate
building, mine of course being the relatively small American quarters.’ 1 made a couple of
acquaintances there, also both former pilots, named Blain and Dave, good fellows. ..

Journal entry for December 2™, 1916:

On the move again, not sure where | am going. | rather enjoved the quarantine camp,
sorry 1 have to leave. Have to write quickly never know when they will start yelling at me again.
Good thing Blain and Dave are still wit me, we decided to stick together for safety. .,

Journal entry for January 16", 1917:

We reached our new “home™ recently. We arrived by train, some city [ whose name can't
spell (Note: find out how later). Our destination, however, is a camp just outside of the city
proper; we all call it the “citadel” because of its central tower.” T imagined it would be like the
place 1 just came from. the Hun quickly proved me wrong...



They hurry us, push us, and crowd us together into rooms. Upon arrival they forced us to strip
naked and shower. They take away our old clothes and give us new ones. They also say they
have orders shoot on sight anyone attempting to communicate with the outside world” ...

Journal entry for March 22" 1917:

I'have not been keeping up on my journal as often as I should be. How 1 loath this place!
All they give us to eat is a very small quantity of dark, soggy bread, watery soups, very few
vegetables, practically no meat, and coffee made from what tastes like chestnuts’, How we must
inre without the necessities of life 1 do not understand! T have lost so much weight...

The English prisoners receive extra supplies from some fancy agency in London. The
French seem to get even more from their home country. The American Red Cross sometimes
- a H
shows up to give us Americans what we need, but not often enough”...

Journal entry for May 16", 1917:

He did, he Ninally did it! He just lost it and went insane! 1 told Blain something was
wrong with Dave but we didn’t believe me, told me it was nothing and he was just homesick.
Now Dave is gone, they took him away, those damn Hun. It was the meager rationing and sexual
deprivation that finally got to him [ think, completely undermined his mental stability” ...

One day he just wasn’t Dave anymore, he lost all attachment to the world and started
insulting the guards and charging the fences. He climbed a good ways up but the Germans took
him down, gave him a good beating and hauled him away. We won't ever be seeing him again. ..

Journal entry for June 3™, 1917:

Much has changed since Dave went crazy. Blain and [ have spent more time together and
come up with a plan that has given new meaning to life in my opinion. We saw how Dave had
attempted in vain to scale the fences. Wouldn't it be nice to get to the other side and leave this
terrible place! We think S0 and are forming a plan to make it happen. The best way would be to
go underneath the fence'”, we think, and so do some of the other prisoners we have begun to
collude with. All preparations have been made, we have digging tools, a smuggled map of the
immediate area outside the camp, and some peppers to throw off the scent of guard dogs'’

Journal entry for June 26", 1917:

Escape-fever is now virulent among the members of the working party. The tunnel
stretches just far enough outside the camp to make for an unnoticeable emergence'”. We have
clamped down of the members of the party, no one else is allowed to join, and nobody must
breathe a word to anybody about the plans. If they knew I was writing this down they would kill
me for sure! But T am so excited I can hardly keep my hands from shaking. Tomorrow night is
the night, we will move swiftly and cautiously, one false move by one person could mean the
death of us all. Blain tells me we are going to make it, I hope he is right! [ feel as if my fate is out
of hands, like it could be determined by the flip of a coin or the toss of a dice...
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