Camp Logan, Houston October 165, 1917
g% Illineois Natipnal Guard

Defyr MAawaa,

' sorvy LE's beew so Long siwee muy Lost Letter. Things have been
real busy down heve L Comp Looan. Mow that the rest of the 8 has
made it dowwn heve,* ['ve finally got some breathing room and time to
wiite this Letter.

Last you heard from wee, 1'd just been sent to help out after the big
rlot here Ln Houston coused by wegro soldiers from the 24 infa wkry.=
"W suere You read all about it alrerdy - a bunch of white folks got killed
and sone negroes oo, 1t was the lgoest deal sinee the St Louls riot right
before | Left®

ANYWOYS, WE Were sent to help leeep the peace, and that's what we've
been trylng to do sinee day 1. But it'’s not eAsl higre bn Texas. BACk (n
Chicage we got used to belng picked on some, on account of being black
and Living Lin the big city. But here it's sp much worse. At first we helped
barricade some streets® and rownel up visters and whatnet, It was real
cihaotic at fivsk, and | didnt have time to wotice the racism. After things
settled doww @ bit (relative to how it was the flrst few days; the tension s
still thick enongh You couldd cut it with a knife) | staried to notice how
biadl the prejudlice was. The very first day after we got here, the Locals tried
to demand that we be removed right along with the 24115 agine that -
we came here to help protect theme and make sure nothing else bad
happens, and all they do s try to kick us out. | get Jim Crowed every
day).© especially if | have to go out and tnteract with the public for some
reasown or gnother. Bus drivers, restiurant owners, even white officers
Around the camp seew to be a Lot wore prejudiced thaw they are back home,
t's bad enough that 1 ean't trust the white sololiers from the other National
Guard divisions, but now | can't 9o out onto the streets alone without
getting spit ow. Parvt of it waust be beeause the wautineers were black, and
now nobody trusts any negre in a wuniform. They think we're all vebels.
But they should Rinow better - 1" herve to keep the peace, and | deserver a
Little respect for coming and helping out, just Like the white soldievs and
policemen. | hate to say it, but | cawn see what got those boys from the 24
so viled up.



Honestly, though, | nope we get veassioned soon. Sometines | even
wish that 1'd joined the armly and got sent to Europe. Mnele Leroy (who
You'll remeemiber ts with the 3715 wow?) wrote to meé from his post in
France. He says that the French don't treat hive Like divt just because he's
black.® And Lt's not just becavse negroes have a veputation for being good
fighters:” Levoy's helping build rords to the front and hasw't fired his
Qun Yet.re He says that the Freneh reallyy appreciate the help that the
Aeriean negro Torees ave providing over there, He says that they get
confused about why the Southern white officers treat their negro soldiers
so badly. =

It seems like everything is real backwards right wow. we've got
negvoes fiahting thousands of wailes awn Y to protect freedloms that we
don't even have here bn Avaeriea. \Whewn the war's over and they come
nonse, they 'Ll still have to sit in the back of the bus. Certatnly they can't
possibly expect the 24 Infantry to fight in Burope after they were driven
toviolence by vacisw at home, Every day Lk seewns | near about mepre
tynehing risting. Sometines | alimost feel Like joining one of those negro
soctalist groups®® ('ve seen advertized on posters, What dlo You thinke |
should do, mama? And how ave things back home? Please write back

Lowe,

Hewnriy
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