WORKSHEET: POPULAR, TRADE, OR SCHOLARLY?

Review at least 3 of the articles listed at this webpage:
http://www.lib.washington.edu/subject/eeography/pubtypes/popschol.html

Answer the following questions about each article and write down your assessment of the article as

SCHOLARLY or POPULAR/TRADE.
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POPULAR, TRADE, OR SCHOLARLY:
Consider these characteristics

The most important thing that distinguishes scholarly articles is that they have been through a peer-
review editorial process prior to publication. However, it is rare that an article will be labeled or
marked as having been peer-reviewed. Therefore, the following questions can help you analyze the
characteristics of the article to help you determine whether or not it is scholarly.

A. Who is likely to read this publication? Consider the following clues:
a. How would you characterize the language used in the article? Is it easy to understand or
specialized terminology and jargon?
b. What role do the illustrations play in this article?
c. What types of products are advertised in this publication? What does that indicate about who is
likely to be reading this publication?

B. Who writes for this publication? Consider the following clues:
a. What qualifications or expertise do they bring to the subject matter?
b. Does this author write often on this topic? Or is this topic unusual among this author’s
published work?

C. How often is this publication issued?
a. Daily, Weekly or Monthly (it is difficult to produce peer-reviewed publications in this
timeframe)
b. Quarterly, Semi-annually (more typical of scholarly publications due to the peer-review
process)

D. The length of the article
a. Scholarly articles tend to be longer than a few pages

E. Does the format of the article provide any clues?
a. Footnotes and/or Bibliography
b. Sections labeled Literature Review, Methodology, Results, Discussion, etc.
c. Types of illustrations and how they relate to the text of the article
d. Is there a statement about the editorial review process with dates?

F. What kind of information does this article/publication provide you about your topic?
a. A broad overview of a complex topic?
b. A popular perspective on an issue?

An opinionated or strongly biased view of the topic?

Original research results and analysis?

A review of the relevant research in this area?
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