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© fifft of thefd pofitions is only par

O the ifé arid abisfe of NEGRO SLAVES.

PPHE wlelof negro dlves bath e,
-4 " cafionally aftorded a good deal

" of matter for'doubt and controverfy :

1¢ hath been confidei’d as the yhisfor-

"i,il',ni,e‘Qg*th’i.@,QQ\lh;ry,"gh'nf.thcré isa
_neceffity ;of :ufing them inftead of
“tliofz of

arded 45 the peculiar ‘advantage of .

- tiefe Northicrn colanies, that there is
“:np dccafion for introduting negroes
- 4p fuch numbers, as”to enidanger the |
- commgn welilth frgm an infurreétion |

of them;; 'which‘is too rauch ‘the

- cafe’in fomeof our Southerd colones; |

and ali ‘the' Wett- India'iflands = Ef‘;hé’ ;

1al- |

1y frug's the otlier wholly, Jo. 'T¢ 8"

iideed “to be’ withed, . that 'we had '

= njoxe Earopeas labovrers ; but it will !
- noy follow, that if we had ever fo™

, niahy;-white: labolurers,” we' fhould.

therefore ‘have no blick; for tas |

- hands are the riches of ah induftrious.
- yreople, thie acceflion of hands that’,

g

P V?a! ~x‘:)glllt .to
;- contrary s a .
bl fet of people, who dd net ‘gene- .

* . arg:ufeful and not dangerous, will al- .
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ays,accalivh an.encreafe of riches ;'

- Buatit never can be advifeable . €6° ins |

- trddice .q,i,#ixfn. hands i’ fuch num- |
~bekgas to enc

1s to bndanger the veby beilg of
‘the'tiite 5 the fafety. of which ought

T3ty v e Iy PR SE Bard i
“always to ‘have thé firlk plice ‘in. po-

tdal confiderations. | - .0
“33@1}1,;‘;&,"‘ betore' aregulation of the’
i o g!at{g:sjﬂ)buld be atfempted, it
nay: be plioper to (héw, that we have .
cufe fuch “at . all’; for the |
s affirméd by ity conlidera-;

I

. rally‘allow ‘themfelves the librty of;
- bringiug their publick ' \
- the” g¢;§
- quiflion; ! whethef a “chriftian’ can..
lawkilly treat any “petfon as’a ‘flave,
. hiitl been: thoroughly” canvalled : Tt
may: therefore be fu

winciples to’

T ¢
‘of pritate” reafoh,’ The

cient at prefent
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“thofz of our’; own complexion, who
afp.t}lﬁ:gﬂﬁiiﬁgnEl:digut"ers’ ih Edrope, -
- Cin the other-hand it hath; beén re- .

. ~ <
- mankind, fo .
~men 3 for black as well as white, . -

tq"obferV}v”,‘ that - (lavery is only a
mode  of fubordination, "whereby
men aré by th¢ ~wifdom of provis
dence placed under one another in &'
chain almioft infinite 5 and that chrif
tianity did not abolifhi fubordination
among men, or any particufar mode
of it, but only provided agsinft the
abufe of it, by explaining and en-
larging the duties of humanity :
T'hat this has been fo underftood’in
the firlt agesof chiriffianity, isevident, -
fiom flavery remaining in moft chrif-
tianifed countries for fome ages after
their converfion, part'icu]izﬂy;in Eng-
land, vihere Villainy (which was no
other than a' legal mode of flivery) .
was'in being at the time of, fueen
Elifabeth,. -~ oAb
‘It feems (but is not) a ‘diftinét
queftion, whether one Clriflian can:
ufe another Chriffian as a flave: The
negative of this was for fome: time a
réigning volgar error : till it being
apprebended, that thefear of ‘lofing
their negroes prevented, the pianters :
from: propagating ch'rl(fiam_ty,a,mong ;
them.; The government in Iugland ;
took:fore pains to circulate the opi- .
nions Q‘lj‘;th‘q‘ be& :lawyers, _]tlié\lt’ the .
baptifing’ a flave did not. enfianchife .
him. :Butjalas 1. this hashad 'no o-°
ther.effet than to fhew, that what ,
was. attributed to a concern for their
prapesty’in: their. flaves, ywas réally to,
be placed to;(}h_eir indifference to “re- .
ligion. “And, in"thefe parts,; where', -
one may truly fay, .religion carries a
fairer face,than in, the Southern, or .
the ifland.colonies ; it is every, day's,
obfervagion, that in- ipany. fober, fa=,’
milies profefling a.regaid for iall re~
lizious duties, there is as totatian in-;
ditferencg;about the religion. of their.,
negraes, s, if they were nat “of the .
fame fpecies. . But oitefavionr pub-
lifhed :th.cé ofpel for the . uf3: of alk
{for flaves as well as free

. Since chriftianity: therefore fcems .
to be.tao yrich a pearl tobe calt befora -

_negroos, I would recommend to. the:

owners of them, that if they. will not
mike chriftians of their flaves, they-
will at.leaft.a& .as chriftians them. |
felves in, their treatment, of them, -
This, may be perhaps thelﬁr&{mi(i,
et ftep towards incalcating the doca
trines Bf chriftianity aimorg them .
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If they experience the .benevolence

cf thht religion, they will be more
eafily induced to admit.the authority -
of it, " And indecd oiie of the 'rea-
fons, why chriftianity did hot abolifh
fidvesy, is, that its .dojnts tend 'fo
“ta migigate the feverity of its' ftate, as
tg make an abolition “of it untecefla-
ry. ‘But thofe mafters, who do’ not-
apply. thie precepts of their religion, .
zgﬁ(i‘gaar‘titﬁ_qlar}{ that golden one, to
doag théy would be done by, to their*
flaves. as” well as their neighbours,

~ miay 'allure themiclves, that they. ex- |
ercife” an” ufurped domminion over:
thiofe unbappy creatures,’ ‘For® the
ufe bt thefe, T fhall give ‘thie “follow- -
ing relation, which: Thayefrom.’ very,

good atthority,” -~ ~

war, Who' was ftitioned for Tome

titic’ on " tHe coaft of Guiney; after.
having.in vain fearched for. improve-.-
ment and Amufement from'the ‘civil,

and religious ulages’ of - the-common
people’ there, at length ‘met with' a,
phiiofopher;  who, fuperior to the

- vulgar prejudices, profefs'd: a-certain.’

knowledge” of "the profefs'd divine

~difpenfations: From: -hind’ he had -

this account of the creation” and dif-

pbfition of mankind.” ~° 7~
¢ When the fupreme power had
created the world; he fet- about mak-
itg the man who ‘was to-have the
dbminion of it : ‘He made him black,
with curled hair, and-thick lips,iand
tevery ‘way fafhioned him. for béau.-
: :_)V,:"He gave him the moft delight- -
ul part of the earth ta live in, ' where -
the fun, perpetually - warmed *liim, -
and the earth,” of "her “owit accord, -
brought all the necefliries and even
Juxuries of life, without wanting his
care.. For.all thefe- bleflings he re- -
: ctiiired no other return, but'that they
ihould Jove one another; “and: addre
- him as their common:father : They,
diffolved in -eafe- and- pleafure; foon
forgort thefe fimple precepts, and’ not*
~only quarrelled with one another,for
~what'they did not-want; but ‘were:
unthankful for what they had:™
% The great Being was offended,'
and fo\mfit neceflary to'punifh thefe-:
- ingrates : For which purpofehe crea-
ted "another -fet” of men, which he.
made white ; thefe he placed in the
Nerthern parts of theworld, at a difs .

A captain.of an Engfih man of”

their liv
-allow. for the

tance from-the fun, in a country con-.
tinually fubject to the incleniency of”
froft ‘and fnow, where 'the .earth.’
would give” nothing fpontaneoufly,.”
but the inhabitants muit.owé to their
own toil and labour all their fub-
filtarice. This{evere lot made this
new white creation hardy, bold, in-'
dattrious, and cwining’© They in-.
vented many arts to mitigate the fe-

~verity  of their climate ;  amongft

which, as they are 'deftitute of the:
common cowforts of life, which hap-
pier countres énjoyed, they contrived:
to crofs the feas, and pafs'into other
pirts of the “earth, to fetch from
tlience whatever they wanted, or-
thought that they wanted.”:

‘“ Now.the Divine Juftice began to-
fiew itfelf : The whité man, whofe
luxuries and defires knew 110 bounds,-
was. direCted to confider: the black:
man to bé made for-his'ufe, and has
accordingiy treated him as fuch, and’
ftill continues (not without the con-
nivance of the wretched blacks-them-
felves) to carry away many thoufands
every year, to be tormented for the:
reft of theirlives, . "And fo-it muft’
be till the Divine Juftice is fatisfied ;:
and until, at a propertime; thefe tor-
mentors {hall be removed, and the-
original lord, the black man, fhall be-
reftored to thepofieflion of the earth.”

I will'not pretend to vindicate the-
fyftem’ of this African g;’ivmnofophi_& 3.
but to thofe who are ofiended ‘at it,
L'will 'obferye, that it muft be' owingr
to the pradtice of tlie whites, that it
had its foundation, and from thence
only muft it derive all its further fup«

»

.port. - Pérhaps if this philofopher
“had -ever_been in the. Weft-India-
Allands, he would by fin ‘means:have
‘given wp his opinion : When he hatf:

féén fo many thoufands of negroes’
treated in a much worfe manner than,

ufelefs brutes are- in Eurcpe, and de-

nied fo much' interval froim intenfs

labour,  as; is necellary to prolong::
" lives'to the comnion period, angﬂ

_propagation of "theiy-

fpecies 5 when'he had confider'd that-

this proceeding is contrary to the in-’

tereft  of ‘their cruel mafters them-
felves, who by thus. fhortning the-
lives of their {laves, and preventing-
the increafd of thém, put themfelves
to an expence.of frefh importation ofs
T " iefracsy,
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pegroes,. to - a: much- fgreater value

than -the gain arifing
sorkin t%cin; and laftly, when'he
was told, that thefe ;mafters profefs to
_have a divine cidinanze, revealed by
~ God for the univerfil ufe of all man-
.kind, to leadthem ta eternal happi-
nefs, and yet refufe to:comraunicate
3t to their poor flaves : ;Will he have
any doubt but that fuch men were

.

.créated only to be the miniters of

«divine vengeance on the Teprobate
.negroes? . L )
But let us hope, that thisis notai-
“nvays the cale; let usrelieveourfelves
by looking at ancther fcenc, per-
“haps not {o freguent,, but-full as prac-
ticable, and much moreplealant : Let
us fuppole a mafter of negroes, whe
«confiders them as pirfons put in a
~fubordination to hirn 5-to whofe ln-
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from the over--

bour, moderately ufed,.he. hath a
right, as they in” return haveito ex-
pect from him. the neceffaries and
fome of the comforts of life; who
knows them to be hisfellowcreatures,

-and therefore (if he'is a chriftian)

will ufe them in fuch a manner as he
would expect to be. ufed, if he was in
their fituation ; and laftly, and above
all, who_having the:good fortune to .

- have the will of God revealed to him,

whereby he may fafely conduét him-

felf through this life, to everlatting
.’ happinefs, wilf endeavour to commu-

snicate -this knowledge to. his black
fellow jcreatures, that.they; may be
-partakers of thie Lenefits intezded for
.all mankind.  Such a_manwill ‘not

“be a,devil, to torment_the negroes,
“but an angel, to thew them their way
LR N

stoeternalblids. i o TR s



