EDUCATION FOR Victory

Schools May Not Coerce Uniformity

Struggles to coerce uniformity of sen-
timent in support of some end thought
essential to their time and country have
been waged by many good-as well as by
evil men * * *. As first and mod-
erate methods to attain unity have {ailed,
those bent on itz accomplishment must
resort fo an ever increasing severity. Aa
governmenial pressure toward unity be-
comes - greater, =0 strife: becomes more
bitter as-to whose unity it shall be,
Probably no deeper division of our peo-
ple could proceed from any provocation
than from finding it necessary to choose
what dectrine and whose program public
educational officialz shall eompel youth
to unite In embracing. * * * Those
who begin coercive elimination of dissent
soon find themselves exterminating dis-
senters. Compulsory -unifieation of
opinfon achieves only the unanimity of
the pravevard. * * *

There iz no mysticism in the American
concept of the State or of the nature or
origin of its authorlty. We set up gov-
ernment by consent of the governed, and
the Bill of Rights denies those in power
any legal opportunity to coerce that
consent.

‘Freodom of Thought Includes Right to
Differ in Important Matters

The case is made difficult not because
the principles of its declston are obscura
but because the fiag involved i our own.
Nevertheless, we apply the limitations
of the Constitution with no fear that
freedom to be intellectually and spirit=
ualiy diverse or even contrary will dis-
integrate the social organization. To
believe that palriotism will not flourish
if patriotic ceremaonjes are voluntary and
spontaneous instead of & compulsory
routine {5 to make an unflattering esti-
mate of the appeal of our institutions to
free minds, We ean have intellectual
Individuallsm and the rich cultural diver-
sitles that we owe to exceptional minds
only &t the price of occasional eecen-
fricity and abnormal attitudes, When
they are so harmless to others or to the
Btate sz those we desl with here, the
price 15 not too great, But freedom to
differ is not limited to things that do not
matter much, ‘That would be a mere
shadow of freedom, The test of its sub-
gtanece 15 the right to differ as to things
that touch the heart of the existing order.

If there Is any fixed star in our consti-
tutional constellation, it Is that no offi-
cial, high or petty, can prescribe what
zhall be orthodox in politics, nationalism,
religlon, or other matters of opinion or
force citizens to confess by word or act
thelr faith therein, If thers &re any
elrcumstances which permit an eXcep-
ticn, they do not now ocour to us.

We think the action of the loeal au-
thorities in compelling the flag zaluis
gnd pledge transcends constitutional
limitations on thelr power ahd invades
the sphere of Intellect and spirit which
it Is the purpose of the First Amendment
o our Constitution to reserve from all
official control.

A Cooperative Community

Program at Manzanar
Visual Aids Especially Useful

A visual education and miseum de-
partment which ‘serves not only the
schools but also the community &5 &
whole has-been developed at the Manza-
nar Relocation Center dfor people of
Japanese ancestry, *located in central
eastern California, according to & report
of the program which recently reached
the U. 8. Office of Education. During
the summer months, exhibits of an edu-
catlonal and general nature were shown
throughout the center,

A fine arts exhibit, world of =cience
display, posterson the national rationing
Program, exhibits of elementary, second-
ary, and adolt school aetivities, and simi-

lar displays were a part oi- the special

presentations prepared in the schoois.

The importance of visual education In
a8 community as heterogencous as
Manzanar cannot be minimized, the re-
port states. Buch creative - exhibits
gerved not only as an outlet for talents
end interests of students, but afforded an
effective means of reaching all residents
of the ecommunity, regardlezs of thelr
educational background or knowledge of
English,

Center Activities Coordinated

Unlike the average Americen commui-
nity, the center could offer its residents
only & few of the normal yacation-time
activities, There were facilities for vari-
ous recreational and leisure-time activ-
{ties but there remained the problem of
providing a full and useful summer pro-
gram for 2,400 school-age children, As
an education official st Manzanar de-
scribed the problem, "Our schools counld
not shirk their responsibility simply be=
cause the regular school term had come
to an end.”

A population of 10,000 people, hemmed
into a mile square ares, sHl existed,
The housing facilities were not wholly
adequate and could not provide space
for naps and rest-for preschool children,
There were no back yards where chil-
dren could play, Estlog in 8 mess hall,
the close proximity of unrelated families,
and restrictlons on movement outside
the center sharply limited the scope of
family ‘activities generally assoclated
with summer vacations. Manzanar offi-

clalz therefore realized from e
that the echools must be me
tegral part of community 1ife;
related and coordinated with cox
welfare and recreational el

Schools at the center wereng
a3  independent Institutions
buildings and equipment were
being used by other agencies
diversified activities aiters
school personnel accepted
community oblizations; paren
well-organized and active pa
ers group to share schonl prob
responsibilities, Because of 18
eges, students, especially the g
carried heavy work responsib
echool that was so mmuch & vilabp
the community could neot plan &
velop B summer Program APal
other Institutions in the centers

Representative Commities
Selected

In order to plan a compreh
summer-school and getivitios
& committee was selected, o
representatives  from the
churches, weliarg groups, hes
cies, and community recreationall
In cooperation with parenis; '8
and project stafl members, & /thal
Integrated program was develop
included all phases of educaiia
ation, community deyvelop
summer activitles, In add
well-planned school program, thegmn
work for community and group
ities waz 1aid, and every Eﬂ'mjt
provide & completely balanced s
PrOgram. i

The Schoel Program

After a 2-week vacation pe
ning July 3d, during which there
organized program, Manzanar
turned their attention to the com
plated summer-school. proge
Throughout the summer months ¢
for nurgery children and for
and secondary students were Iy
ing a wide varlety of courses
gpecial attention to problems;
guage, epeech, arts, and- Bdiusto
community life,
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gchool, Kindergarien, and Ele- individual repding abillty, Were proyided 8
fory Programs for group reading,

2 pursery centers, taught by 20 Students formed thelr own clubs as the
gea teachers under the supervislon need was felb, rather than organizing
\ e.:perien:ed. nursery pducatlon spe-
wert malntained throughout the ficials, The sclence club high-school
I Kindergarten classes WEIS chorus, high-school orchestra, and siml-
aeted by B evacues {eachers and one  lar groups -8
ppanese kindergarten tepcher. school continued active throughout the
care was glven to those children summer. 1o addition, students were efl=
ald in vocabulary puilding and couraged Lo preanize other Erouns, such
!mpmvcmcm, asf dramatic club, creative writing club,
The elementary program for the suim- physical education club, and other or- ©
vided for two types af school ex= ganizations in which there was & com=

unce, remedizl and activity. Regulart mon interest,
mie classes WETE held daily for ap-
gimately 450 clementary pupils. In Adult Education

B, AT integrated program of 8¢ fe in @ relocation center depends to
ies: for E‘“m"’!t“’" students WAs. g great extent upon what the residents
iated, and classes WeRS neld both GUF=  makeit, Bvacuees abManzanal 878 {ree
morning sessions am_i FD" ashort PE=  fp develop and improve living conditions
ffaoh evening. Activity classes and  jp pecordence with their own desires, 80
-tnch_idad art, dramatics, musle,  1ong as basic WRA policies are respected.
pgricuniturs, and nature study, phe popular
conducted in five DATTACE bulld-  ¢pe desive for seli-improvement 8s evi-
aet auide for that purpase. Through
agmbined academic and aetivity pro-
2 well-halnneed schedule for each
1400 clementary 5 hool children

clusiom of summer eourses for adults.
These WolE designed to glve adult stu-
dents an ﬁppnrt.unity tg learn or¥mprove
skills and eraits, as well &5 to develop a0
understanding of Amerlcanism and good
cltizensip.
The adult pducation program for the
sUMMEeT WA= divided into three parks:
{ad vocational training and retraining,
with particular emphasis on pgriculture,
conking, beaul¥ culture, and other Ig=
lated trades, (h) ndulb English and
Ameﬂcunmm-{nn fraining, {neluding
courses in pral and written EXpression
and English USHEES and () special
forums, educational movies, current
events, problems of relogation, and other
maiters of joint interest. The use of
library facilities was cncouraged, and the
inclusion of motion plefures on Ameri=-
dvaniced courses and thus begin the can ldeals, histord, heroes, and tradi-
an an equal footing with even- tions aforded B DEW ang effective
dents, method of reaching the adult popalation
Irky-two tenchers were pezigned to of Manzanas.
P PrOTA, and for 6 weeks
were held in douhle periods,
e {all semester Degan, students
a4 completed the step-ub COUTEE
WELE placed in regular BVED-

ndary Echool Program

problam, peculiar 10 relocation
nigh schools, came apout because
on from Ehe Pacific Coast last
disrupted norimal educational prog-
many students. swhen families
vesottied at Manzanar, it was found
ghout . 950 high-sehool students
e placed in the wodd hali-year
n Tk spemed important, therelore,
fnate this groub =p that teachers
gonrses could be more effectively
i Accordingly: & symmer step-up
was pffered, enabling phose stu-
who were in the odd-year group to

Coramunity Bolivities

The regular arts, crafts, sewing, recre-
ation, vietory gardening, EPOTLS, and
muzic programs earried on by the Com=
munity Activities goction were extended

e ariting tiis regular academic throughout the symmer menths. Here,
ﬁémmiar:.r sohool stidents were teen-age boys and girls, 83 well as adults,
_‘q.vniltham:ielves of new U= found a piace for -their interesis and
5 and magazines 23 & basis for  falents. Throughout the summer, com=
ing" during nonschoaol hours. munity festivals, contests, dramatic pre=
-school study hall brary was sentations, and sports Were provided lor
| center of aActivity. Epecial community participation and enjoy-
( material, graded sccording to ment, The Program Wwas supervised by

ready  develeped at the Was set up primar
elementary and high==chool age, 1t Was

troad enough o fnelude all community
residents, While the schools econtributed
much to the SWmMeD Program, officials

Civil Barvice ztaff pmployes, hut ke

other community ventures, 1t was staffed
and financed by the evACUEs rezidents.

clubs suggested by teachers or project of-  gchools Vital to Developrment

Although Man#an ar's activity program
iy for the ehildren af

f the center stressed the important

community servipes of other AgETICIES
and institutions which work witly youtls.
Cooperatively, & well-rounded program
was planned and developed and all com-
murity Tesources Wers directed toward
the coniinuous development of the
FOURE American cltizenz at Manzanal.

o

ity of adulb education and PIQthEE

Conservation

denced at the center resulted in the in- E i
ducation

piichigan Is promoting eonservation
pdueation through its two State depart-
ments most coneerned, 1o e, the Depari-
ment of Conservation and the Depart-
ment of Education.

The former has recently lssued & 204
page bulletin, They Need Not Vanish.
characterized in the Michigan Edication
Journal as spichigan's first attempt to
offer the teachers af the State 8 coordi-
nated basis for teaching conzervation of
our netural resoutces.”

The hulletin is designed to give nracti=
¢al ald to teachers, and to pass on infor-
maktlon concerning and principles of con-
servation 1o thelr students. The State
Department of Education foliowed with
4 companion palletin, Learaing to Con-
serge Our Natiral Hesources. Togethet

they give teachers “ipols to use in shap=
ing & new gengration that will value anid
protect its heritage”

Pan American Health Day

Pan-American Health 'Da-:.*—-—ﬂun’_:lzmbﬂr
g—will be celebrated by sehools ihrough=-
gub the souniry in aceordance with &
proclamation made by President Roosa~
velt in 1940. The doy symbolizes results
of more than 40 Fears of pan-American
cooperation in public healths Leaflets
supgesting wass {n which the doy ma¥
he celebrated are available from tlie Pan
American Sanitaly Bureau, Washington,
. C.



